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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

81 Watkin Street, 
BEXLEY. 2207 

10th April, 1970. 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The April meeting of the above Society will be held as 
follows: 

Date. 	 Friday Evening next, 17th April, 1970 at 8 p.m. 

Place. 	 Council Chambers, Town Hall, Princes Highway, 
Rockdale. 

Guest Speaker. 	For the Bi-Centenary Month we look forward to 
having with us on this occasion: 

Sister Catherine OTCarrigan, Dip. Art Ed., 
Historical Research Worker. 

This will be an Illustrated Address entitled - 

"Sydney Cove - Genesis of a Nation". 

We can assure members of a most enjoyable evening. 

Business. 	General. 

Would lady members please bring a plate. 

D. H. Sinclair. 	 (Miss)J. Noble. 

President. 	 Hon. Secretary. 59, 6796 

Supper Roster. 	Mrs. Eardley (Capt. ) Mrs. Bertrum, Miss Callister, 
Mrs. Eastop, Mrs. Lee, Mrs. McDonald and Mrs. 
Pritchard. 



DATES TO REMEMBER FOR FUTURE OUTINGS 

Bookings may be made by ringing Mr. Don Sinclair 587. 4555. 

APRIL 18 - SATURDAY. OUTING TO KURNELL. 	 full day 

Seats are still available for this outing - Remember you 
may not receive an invitation to attend on 29th, so be first 
and come on 18th and visit Historic Points of Interest. 

Bus leaving Rockdale Town Hall at 10 a. m. Sharp. 
Cost $1 - includes admission to Museum. 
Bring your own morning, afternoon teas and lunch. 

* *** * * ** * 

MAY 17 - SUNDAY. CO]3BITTY AND SURROUNDING AREAS, full day 

Visiting "St. Paul's "Church of England, Cobbity to attend the 
11 a. m. service in this lovely old Historic Church. 

Lunch will be partaken in the Church Hall after the Service, 
followed by a guided tour of surrounding countryside, with 
afternoon tea at Burragorrang Valley Lookout. 

Cost $1. 50. Bring morning, afternoon teas and lunch. 
Leaving Rockdale Town Hall at 9 a. m. Sharp. 

** * ** *** * * 

JULY 25 - SATURDAY AFTERNOON. TOUR OF FORT DENISON. 

Bookings should be made as soon as possible - limited to 
25 persons. 

Details and cost will be published later. 

*****11***** 

OCTOBER 3, 4 and 5 - SATURDAY to MONDAY. 

LONG-WEEKEND OUTING TOGULGONG 

Reservations have been completed, but for those who still 
may be interested a waiting list is being taken for any possible 
cancellations. 
Please hand name to Secretary. Cost $25. Limited 44. 

* *** * *** ** 

NOTE - Would members notify the Secretary of any change of address 
please. 
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CAPTAIN JAMES COOK R. N. 

Written by Gifford & Eileen Eardley 
Illustration - taken from "A Concise 
History of Australia  by Clive Turnbull 

It is questionable if, after a lapse of some two hundred years, 
there still remains any undiscovered information relating to the multi-
farious activities associated with the everyday life of that distinguished 
Yorkshireman, Captain James Cook. Much has been published about his 
three historic voyages of discovery, undertaken between the years 1768 
and 1779; to we Australians the most important of his achievements was 
the finding and charting of some five thousand miles of the eastern coast 
of Australia One can only speculate as to what would have eventuated if 
this great sailor had not ventured into the South Pacific Ocean, circum-
navigated the islands of New Zealand, and sailed westward to gain a land-
fall of the Australian Continent at Point Hicks. 

The biography of James Cook teems with interest. He was born 
on October 27, 1728, at Marton-in-Cleveland, a small farming village in 
Yorkshire, England, the son of a Scottish labourer and his Yorkshire wife. 
The cottage where James Cook was born has long been demolished but the 
field in which it stood is called "Cook's Garth", It would appear that his 
early days were spent at a farm at Great Ayton where, between carrying 
out the usual agricultural chores, healtêncédthe local village school to gain 
the rudiments of an education befitting his then status in life. At the age of 
seventeen he entered an apprenticeship with a shopkeeper, generally spoken 
of as being a huckster, or pedlar, who had his business at The Staithes, a 
small fishing village gathered around its dividing creek on the rock-bound 
coast of the North Riding of Yorkshire. This shop has also disappeared, 
and perhaps the only survival associated with the Cook family may be the 
neat little home now so well preserved in the Fitzroy Gardens in Melbourne. 

James Cook was successful in transferring his apprenticeship 
to a Quaker coal merchant and shipper at Whitby, by the name of John 
Walker. Under the watchful eye of his new master young Cook served 
for the next three years in the various colliers plying from Newcastle-
on-Tyne and Whitby to the coal depots ranged along the Thames at London. 
More adventurous journeys were also made across the German, or North 
Sea, to the Baltic ports, where the coal cargoes were replaced by pine 
timber cut to lengths suitable for the English market. In addition to learn-
ing the first principles of navigation Cook applied his talents to the studyof 
mathematics, and at the age of twenty-seven he held a "Mate's Certificate 
acting in this capacity on numerous ships until 1755 when war broke out 
between England and France It was a time when the infamous "Press 
Gangs" came into active operation and no male was safe from their 
attentions, particularly those with any sea-going experience. In this year 
Mr. John Walker offered him a command. Cook thought it wiser to join 
his Brittanic Majesty's Navy as a volunteer and, as an Ordinary Seaman, 
went aboard the H. M. S. Eagle, of sixty guns, which was then berthed in 
the Thames at Wapping Old Stairs. His next four years were -spent before 
the mast but they also brought him some influential friendships which 
culminated in his being raised to the rank of a master. On the strength 
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of .this important office he was given command of H. M. S. Grampus, but 
owing to one of those book-keeping mistakes, which are so common in 
any, service, it was found that the master in command of this vessel had 
never left his posting. As a result of this contretemps of the "Silent 
Service" he was transferred to H. M. S. Garland, as far as the books were 
concerned, but it was quickly learned that this latter vessel was wellaway 
to sea and could not be contacted. However, the third posting which Cook 
obtained, and actually gained, the mastership of the good ship "Mercury', 
under the command of Sir Charles Saunders, was soon engaged in Canadian 
waters co-operating with the military forces of the intrepid General Wolfe, 
a gentleman who had designs on the capture of Quebec. 

Owing to the lack of knowledge of the then uncharted waters 
of the mighty St. Laurence River, it was deemed impossible to use the 
guns of the fleet to the best advantage, consequently a survey of the river, 
made under the cloak of darkness, became imperitive. Cook was chosen 
for this risky operation, and in a small boat, pulled with muffled oars, he 
silently stole, night after night, along the river taking the necessary sound-
ings so as to be acquainted with any navigation obstacles. The French 
forces at length became aware of these nightly excursions and set a watch 
of Indians to circumvent further ventures in this direction. They closed 
on the boat, and in the succeeding melee the Indians boarded one end of 
the boat as Cook left, in a great hurry, at the other end. The survey work, 
carried out under such difficult conditions, ultimately resulted in the 
capture of Quebec, much to the mortification of the French. 

After all this excitement the British fleet spent the winter at 
Halifax in Newfoundland, andCook had the honour of being transferred from 
the H. M. S. Mercury to the Admiral's Flagship, the H. M. S. Northumberland, 
which was classified as a first class man-of-war. Cook now charted the 
surrounding Newfoundland and his excellent work, coupled with his prowess 
appertaining to navigational procedure, brought him to the notice of the 
Admiralty. The H. M. S. Northumberland returned to England in the early 
part of 1762, and on December 21 of that year Ships-master Cook wedded 
Miss Elizabeth Batts at Barking in Essex, a lass who came from Shadwell. 
In the course of their married life the Cook's raised a family of six children. 
However, as with most sailors, their married bliss consisted of many 
disconnected honeymoons, arranged according to the posting of the vessels 
by the Naval Authorities, Four months after his marriage he was surveying 
the islands of Miquelon and St. Pierre, and later, in April, 1764, he was 
placed in command of the schooner Grenville and again sent to the coasts 
of Newfoundland for further survey work, returning to England each autumn 
and leaving again in the spring, a routine arrangement which continued until 
1967. The publication of his charts relating to Newfoundland, and his 
observational details concerning a solar eclipse created great interest and 
brought him favour of the Royal Society, and promotion from the rank of 
Master to that of a Naval Lieutenant, Just rewards for a great man. 

Scientific circles at this period were all agog over the phenome-
non of the Transit of Venus which, according to astronomical calculations, 
would pass across the disc of the sun during the year 1769, The Royal 
Society considered that the best place for an observation would be on 
some island in the mid-Pacific Ocean and made application to King George III 



to make such observation a'nationa.l undertaking. For once the King was 
gracious and gave his Royal Consent to the proposition Now followed a 
hurry and scurry to get things moving. So much had to be considered in 
detail, particularly things appertaining to qualified personnel, in addition 
to that appertaining to seamanship in uncharted waters. Alexander Dal-
rymple was the man chosen to lead the expedition, but he could' not make 
a decision one way or the other, consequently he was passed by in favour 
of Lieutenant James Cook, who, in addition to having the requisite knowledge 
from a scientific angle, also possessed first class qualities as a navigator. 

Once the leader was chosen there followed a search for a suitable ship. 
The East India Company's vessels were scanned. Likewise one of the 
three-decked West Indiamen, and also an Admiralty frigate, but all to no 
avail. Cook's strength was his self confidence and he had no 'hesitation 
in recommending for the contemplated mission the small bargue, of 370 
tons burden, named the "Earl of Pembroke", which had been specially 
built as a collier for the Newcastle and Whitby coal trade. No doubt Cook 
knew well the worth of these strongly constructed colliers, broad in beam 
and of shallow draught, ideal qualifications for the important job on hand, 
The "Earl of Pembroke" was cleaned of its coal dust, and spent some time 
in the docks being refitted and armed with ten carriage and twelve swivel 
guns, just in case. Under its new Admiralty ownership the squat vessel 
gained the name "Endeavour Bark", and its holds were stored with pro-
visions and gear to last for a period of eighteen months. 

The "Endeavour Bark" lay quietly at anchor in the Thames 
whilst the important scientific personnel were being recruited. At this 
period Joseph Banks, later Sir Joseph, decided to join the expedition. He 
was a wealthy mart and the then president of the Royal Society. Banks was 
born on February 13, 1743 at Westminster and over the years had acquired 
an interest in natural history in all its numerous phases. He was res-
ponsible for selecting a staff of eight men, all of whom were well equipped 
for collecting, studying, and preserving natural history specimens. Dr. 
Daniel Carl Solander, a Swedish botanist attached to the British Museum, 
volunteered to accompany the expedition, and Sydney Parkinson, an able 
draughtsman, was also listed amongst the scientific personnel. 

At long last the expedition was ready to leave the shores of 
England and the "Endeavour Bark" sailed from Plymouth Sound on August 
26,, 1768. The ship's complement included a captain, two lieutenants, three 
midshipmen, a master, a boatswain, a carpenter, other petty officers, 
forty-one able seamen, twel'e marines, and nine servants Cook was a 
determined administrator and drove himself as hard as his men, yet they 
followed him through thick and thin. It is true that some of the crew 
grumbled as his hygiene requirements, so necessary for their health, and 
his methods to overcome the malady of scurvy also came in for criticism. 
This foul disease was brought about by a regular forced diet of salted meat, 
often in a putrified condition and generally without vegetables of any kind. 
It is understood that Cook particularly favoured lemons as an antidote. 

After a voyage of some six months the Atlantic Ocean was 
crossed and the perils associated with the rounding of Cape Horn 
accomplished. The "Endeavour Bark" now entered the oftimes tranquil 
waters of the Pacific Ocean, sailing in a general northwesterly direction 


