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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

81 Watkin Street,
BEXLEY. 2207.

14th November. 1969

Dear Friend and Member,

The next meeting of the above Society will be held as follows: -

Date. Friday Evening Next, 21st November, 1969.

Place. Council Chambers, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Instead of the usual Guest Speaker, this evening will take the form of an
Informal Slide Evening - Slides of Historical Interest taken on recent
outings by members will be screened.

Business - General.

Would lady members please bring a plate.

D. Sinclair. (Miss) J. Noble.
President. Hon. Secretary.
59.6796.

Supper Roster. Mrs. Eardley (Capt.), Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Waddington,
Miss B. Binns, Mrs. Piper.

November 22nd - Saturday. Afternoon Tour of Garden Island. Bus
will be leaving Rockdale Town Hall at 1 p. m. Sharp. Bring your own

afternoon tea. It is doubtful whether cameras will be allowed.
Cost $1 per person. Ring Mr. Sinclair. 587.4555.



We must apologise for our October Bulletin. The article by Alderman
R. Rathbone on Hunter's Hill was unfortunately incomplete. The last
page was overlooked and is continued below:

1.

10.

11.

13.

PLACES OF INTEREST IN HUNTER'S HILL.

Point House - Built in 1841 on 19 acres of land by A.H. Huntley

after whom Huntley's Point was named. Originally
5 rooms but greatly added to in 1880. Now being
restored.

The Priory - Originally built by the Marist Fathers in 1847. Now
in the grounds of the Ryde Psychiatric Centre.

Villa Maria Built by the Marist Fathers when they moved from
Church previous site in 1857. Extended 1864. Famed for
its French Gothic Architecture.

St. Joseph's - One of the largest Catholic Boarding Colleges in
College Australia. 800 resident students. Main buildings
date from 1880's.

Figtree Chapel - Built 1857 on land donated by D.D. Joubert. Moved
in 1962 to make way for the Expressway.

Figtree House - Home of Numa Joubert whose father, Didier Numa
Joubert, commenced the ferry service from Hunter's
Hill to the city. Called Figtree House because a
figtree grew through the bathroom window.

Eulbertie - Built 1860 for E. Marsden-Betts, a relative of Rev.
Samuel Marsden. Also the home of Dr. E. Gerrard,
the district's first doctor. Now official residence of
the Vice Chancellor of Sydney University.

Lyndcote - Built 1858 for C.E. Jeanneret, manager of Joubert's
ferries.,

Hunter's Hill - Opened by Sir Henry Parkes in 1870.
School

Hunter's Hill - Built 1866 and enlarged in 1903 and 1938. Jules
Town Hall. Joubert was the first Mayor.

Lagleyse Cottage - Home of district's first baker and still occupied
by a member of the family.

Garibaldi Inn - Built by an Italian named Cuneo. First inn in
Hunter's Hill.

Passy - Built 1852 by Jules Joubert for the French Consul
General M. Sentis. Also once the home of Sir George
Dibbs and the Hennings of '"Rachel Henning'' fame.
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THE WEST BOTANY FARMS

Gifford & Eileen Eardley

What may be regarded in the St. George District as one of the oldest
access roads, little better than a winding bush track, once led from the
vicinity of the former Dam at Tempe, and skirted the base of the northern
and eastern outlier of Arncliffe Hill. This ancient track served a number
of ‘scattered farmlets known colloquially as the West Botany Farms, com-
paratively small holdings bordering on Muddy, or Dark Creek. -~ This
isolated community was devoted to pig-raising, cattle slaughtering, and
market gardening, purely rural pursuits of a district then somewhat
remote from the everyday hustle and bustle of Sydneytown.

Commencing fr om Rocky Point Road opposite the premises of Jacob's
Tempe Family Hotel (later the Gladstone Hotel), located on the southern

side of the Cooks River Dam, the West Botany Farms track studiously
avoided the exacting demands of the neighbouring Toll House by swinging
away to the south-east, sklrtlng the sombre casuarina. covered swamp
land Wthh surrounded the semi=-circular shaped muddy inlet of Cooks
River, known.as ""The Bay'' to the local boatmen and shell-gatherers.
This inlet has been reclaimed in recent years and now forms part of the
playing area known as Cahill Park. Crossing, presumably by a water-
splash, the oftimes. flooded stream which meandered down from what may
be regarded as the. Wollongong Road Valley, the track contlnued in a more
or less easterly direction to gain the alignment of the present day Marsh
Street, then known as Government Road;, where a southern turn was made.
The Arncliffe Hill descends to the water level in this vicinity, and its
northern fenced slopes, in the early days, were known as the '"Bull
Paddock'. A small slab-sided hut was erected on this enclosed property
which once formed part of the one hundred acre estate of William Parker.
It is understood that the hut was occupied by Mr. Patrick Finnigan,
obviously of Irish descent, who, it may be surmised, kept an eye on the
bull and its domestic activities. According to an old map the place was
known as ”Sprlng Grove Farm'', ‘and the immediate area, mentioned as
being heavily timbered with hlackbutt gum trees.

In:the early days, Marsh Street led southwards from the margin of Cooks
River to an apex junction with what is now known as West Botany Street,

a highway which was first known as West Botany Farms Road. According
to.old plans, a block of 45 acres, with a northern frontage to Cooks River,
easterl y to Muddy Creek, and westerly to Marsh Street, was granted to
Messrs. Hughes and Hosking, and later came into the possess1on of Mr.
Milgate. Other owners, or lease holders, were Samuel McMinn, a cattle
dealer, and the McCrae family who dabbled with trotting horses on a
breeding. basis. At an undetermlned date a fme brick cottage (now long
demolished) was erected on the estate, being sited about one hundred yards
or so to the east of the Marsh Street frontage, the edifice nestling under
the eastern lee of a low sand hill. - Further protection from prevailing
winds was given by large Moreton Bay Fig-trees, many of which,  though
in:a sadly mutilated condition, still flourish to adorn the premises of the
"Bonnie Doon'' Golf Clubhouse which was erected nearby about 1928. A
tale has been told that the whole area, before it was enclosed and subdivided
into allotments, was used for the grazing of sheep, the flocks being owned



by William Bucknell of '"Avondale', sited on the southern bank of Wolli
Creek in the old village of Wincanton, now known as Arncliffe West or
Turrella. It is understood that this ""Bonnie Doon'' property was taken
over by the Government for military purposes during the 1939-1945 War
period and is now occupied by the Kogarah Golf Club.

At the present day the bird life in the area is largely confined to the more
common acquatic species such as Silver Gulls, Terns, and Black Cormor-
ants. In the thickets are Blue Wrens and Silver Eyes, whilst on one
occasion the authors espied a pair of White-fronted Chats, small finches
with black and white plumage markings somewhat similar to a Peewee.
Song Skylarks are to be heard singing their spring songs high in the heavens,
whilst on the grasslands, at all times, may be seen flocks of Indian Mynahs,
and "murmurings'' of glossy coated Starlings. 'William Wagtails'' are also
in evidence, and Black Crows are fairly regular visitants. Spur-winged
Plover may be heard on occasion, and stately Ibis at times frequent the
tidal flats bordering the river banks and the swamp portion of the adjacent
terrain.

The ancient track turned southwards and, with minor variations, followed
the straight course of the present day Marsh Street, apart from the
deviation made to avoid the Western Suburbs Sewer Main about 1895. The
precipitous sandstone slopes of Arncliffe Hill on their eastern verge were
skirted, and a 45 acre grant to Mr. A.B. Spark, later transferred toMrs.
Coutin, lay on the east of the track. The drier portions of the flat lands
bordering Muddy Creek were covered by forest, and the tidal section by a
dense growth of mangroves, once the home of wild pigs, escapees from
neighbouring farms.

At the south-western corner of the Spark property lies the small market
garden cultivated at one time by George Beehag, and later by Thomas
Beehag, and one which flourishes today in the capable hands of Mr. Tung
Wah, of 17 Marsh Street. The rectangular shaped garden beds are ranged
diagonally to the street alignment, and the garden is bordered around its
boundaries by a thick hedge of casuarina trees and broad-leaved castor-
oil trees, together with a solitary gum tree of no great height. This
hedge growth provides a welcome haven for all small birds and finches
which inhabit the region.

The tiny weatherboard cottage associated with the market garden is sited
on the former roadway, an arrangement made possible when the up and
then down graded deviation of the road was made to avoid the huge sewer
viaduct. Surrounding the cottage are a number of packing sheds, stables,
and out-houses of wondrous design, which display a truly amazing variety
of roof surfaces placed at all angles and, of course, built of the ubiquitous
galvanised iron sheeting, some painted green, and others reddish brown
with rust. A large clump of banana trees flourish against these sheds,
setting them off to perfection from a purely artistic point of view.

At this juncture it should be mentioned that the former properties of
Messrs. Hughes and Hosking -amd A.B. Spark, to a large extent - have
been united to form the Bonnie Doon Golf Links, and later the Kogarah
Golf Links. After these lands had been cleared of their original forest
growth, possibly for the domestic fires of Sydneytown, they became, for
the most part, a water sodden expanse on which only a few shrubs found
nourishment. Between the shallow pools of brackish water were patches



of a mesembrianthemum like weed, about six inches in height and of reddish
hue, which flourished under the name of '""Samphire', in other words it was
a ''Samphire Swamp''. With the diversion of the mouth of Cooks River to a
new outlet at Kyeemagh, a mammoth undertaking commenced in 1948 and

on completion in 1955, loads of spoil had been spread over the adjacent area,
thus forming the earth for the present grassland so essential for the playing
fields and golf links. Along the Marsh Street frontage of the golf course is
a border of pink-flowered lantana, an erstwhile garden plant which is now
rampant, whilst four imposing sandstone pillars mark the entrance to.the
golf club dirveway. Good use of spindly poplar trees has been made, and
several of the old paperbark tea-trees, which have somehow survived the
onslaught of the axe, are a pleasant reminder of the past.

Continuing southwards along Marsh Street the next large block of fifty acres
was originally in the possession of G. Newbolt. Later it came under the
ownership of Mr. Unwin, and then into the hands of James and William
Beehag, the latter transaction completed about the year 1852, This land
extended from Marsh Street, and its continuation into West Botany Street,
to the western mangrove-fringed bank of Muddy Creek, the southern
boundary being formed by the verge of the present day Eve Street which,
incidentally, formed part of the previously mentioned ancient trackway.

William Beehag was born at South Minster, in Essex, England. He arrived
in Sydney during 1837 and occupied premises located at the corner of George
and Barrack Streets, the site today being represented by the huge store of
David Jones. Incidentally the name Beehag, so well known in the Rockdale
District, is derived from Count Behague, a French Huguenot who settled in
England presumably to escape religious persecution which swept.through
France. In 1839 or thereabouts William Beehag moved to Marrickville,
where, it has been claimed, he was the first resident, and later took over
a property of thirty acres in the Canterbury District for market garden
purposes. In 1852 the family came to live at West Botany (Arncliffe)
where another market garden was established in this then primeval wilder-
ness. A small four-roomed cottage was built of local sandstone against
the Marsh Street frontage, the homestead later being marked by a fine
Norfolk Island Pine-tree, which in recent years succumbed to the relentless
axe. The original slab-sided stable, which lay at a short distance from,
and at a lower level to the eastern wall of the homestead, survived until
about 1968 when owing to its forlorn and derelict state, it was demolished.
In recent years the old home has been completely remodelled, externally

at least, by Mr. Mears, a builder residing at No.8 Marsh Street. A son,
William Hamilton Beehag, was for many years employed as a greenkeeper
at the Bonnie Doon Golf Links.

A large portion of the Beehag property in Marsh Street was acquired by

the Metropolitan Water & Sewerage Board in connection with the construct-
ion of the Western Suburbs Sewer Main which, in the shape of a large brick
built aqueduct, is a notable feature in the environs of Arncliffe. This
main spelt the dismemberment of the market garden, the northern-portion
being still cultivated, whilst the section to the south, facing towards West
Botany Street and also towards Eve Street, on both its northern and southern
sides, passed through market garden areas which, until comparatively
recent years, were occupied by Chinese gardeners. It is understood that
William Beehag's home was the sixth to be built south of Cooks River
insofar as the St. George District is concerned.



