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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

81 Watkin Street, 
BEXLEY. 	2207. 

8th August, 1969. 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The next meeting of the above Society will be held as follows: 

Date, 	 Friday Evening next, 15th August, 1969, at 8 p.m. 

Place. 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Rockdale. 

At the close of the meeting a selection of short films from 
"the Rural Bank Library" will be shown. 

Business 	- 	General, 

Would lady members please bring a plate. 

D. Sinclair, 	 (Miss) J. Noble, 

President, 	 Hon. Secretary. 

The following Office Bearers were elected for the ensuing 12 months: 

Patrons 	Mayor of Rockdale, Aid. R. W. Rathbone. 
Mayor of Kogarah, Ald, K.R. Cavanough, 
Mr. T. J. McCarthy. 
Mr. G. Eardley. 

President. Mr .D Sinclair, 
Senior Vice President , 	Mr C. W. Napper, 
Vice Presidents, 	Mr, A. Matheson, M, B.E. 

Mr, A,B, Christison, M.B.E., 
Mr. A. Ellis, 

Hon. Secretary: 	Miss J. Noble, 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr, R. Caiiister, 
Hon, Auditor: 	Mr. J. Stead. 
Publicity Officer: Mr, V. Saunders, 

Supper Roster 	Mrs, Coghlan (Capt),, Miss Binns, Mrs. Monk, 
Mrs. Otten and Mrs, Wright. 

OUTING TO"ROCKS AREA" 	Remember Saturday, 16th August, 1969. 
Leaving Rockdale Town Hail, 12.30 p.m. SHARP 
Cost $1. 00 per person. 	Bring your afternoon tea, 
Ring Mr, Sinclair, 587.4555. 



CONGRATULATIONS RON, ON A JOB WELL DONE. 

Alderman Rathbone, who holds the honoured position of Mayor of 
Rockdale, became Patron of the St. George Historical Society at the annual 
meeting on Friday 18th July, 1969. 

Congratulations Ron, we too are honoured, but the Society regrets 
the loss of their most efficient and capable Secretary. 

"Ron", as he is known to all, is the backbone of the Society, and 
has held this very demanding position since the inception. He has given 
his time unstintingly, often when he could least afford to. 

His stimulating personality, ready wit, keen sense of humour and 
fund of knowledge are unequalled, his patience and understanding of the 
idiosyncrasies of those with whom he comes in contact is greatly admired, 
his ingenuity and flair for mounting insurmountable barriers is well known. 

Ron's unflagging energy and untiring efforts areinvaluable, and 
a source of wonderment to all who know him. Sincerity, and a forthright 
manner are most admirable features in his make-up. 

The Members, one and all, say "Thank you" Ron, for your devotion 
to Local History, and your ever ready help and advice. We hope that you 
will continue to attend the meetings when possible, and the very pleasant 
happy outings we enjoy from time to time. 

We hope, Ron, that these few words express, with deep sincerity, 
our gratitude for all you have done, and for the countless hours you have 
spent for the benefit of the Society. 

May good health and success be with you in all you do. 

This is the wish of the Members of the St. George Historical 
Society. 

July, 1969. 



ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1969 

I have pleasure in presenting the President's Report for the twelve 
months ended June, 1969, during which period our Society continued the 
high level of activity shown in previous years. 

Our monthly meetings were well attended with approximately fifty 
people present on each occasion. Compared with former years members 
played a larger part in these meetings, providing talks, presenting slides 
or reading historical papers at seven of the ten business meetings. Our 
December meeting following the pattern of previous years, did not contain 
a business session, but provided the opportunity for members to fraternise 
in a Christmas atmosphere. 

Outings were arranged to Glebe, Balmain, Minnamurra and 
Berrima. These proved popular with members and it is hoped that more 
trips to historical areas may be arranged in the coming year. 

Our Society welcomed the suggestion from Rockdale Municipal 
Council that we peruse the Council's Minute books with a view to printing 
extracts for the centenary of the Municipality in 1971. Many members have 
devoted themselves to this task and the work is now well in hand. 

Our fourth booklet entitled "The Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" 
was compiled by Mr. Eardley and five hundred copies printed. It proved 
to be most popular and was completely sold out in less that six weeks - a 
fine tribute to the author. 

May I once again record the work performed during the year by 
our Patron, Mr. Eardley, Secretary, Mr. Rathbone, Assistant Secretary, 
Mrs. Eardley, Treasurer, Mr. Callister and the ladies who have assisted 
with the supper. Our Society's progress - and the recording of historical 
knowledge in this district - has been due in no small measure to the 
untiring efforts of these members, to whom we must surely owe a debt of 
gratitude. 
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ST. PAUL'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND, KOGARAH. 

Gifford and Eileen Eardley. 

The Centenary celebrations of St. Paul's Church of England, 
located on the Princes Highway at Kogarah, will be held on Sunday, 21st 
September, 1969, when special services will take place to commemorate this 
important occasion in the history of the Parish of St. George. It is under-
stood that originally, before the construction of St. Paul's, it was customary 
to hold services at Mr. Berghofer's residence at Kogarah, in some official 
papers it is spelt Koaggerah, which is an adaption of the aboriginal name for 
the area, meaning "a place Of reeds", an apt title for the district surrounding 
the wilderness of Pat Moore's Swamp. Kogarah as a place name appeared to 
have a limited use as the area generally was referred to as Rocky Point. 

At this juncture it should be mentioned that the incipient township 
of Kogarah, with its completely rural atmosphere, ranged along Rocky Point 
Road in a sparse form of ribbon development. The silent bush encroached 
on the gentle hill slopes where the present main centre of the suburb is 
situated, the land not being suitable to any great extent for farming 
occupation. Although there was a sprinkling of Anglicans in the small 
scattered community the larger proportion of people living on the outskirts of 
West Botany (now Rockdale) were Wesleyans. There were also many Roman 
Catholics residing on the farm lands adjacen*  to Pat Moore's Swamp and on 
the more arable lands at the head of Kogarah Bay. The general store of John 
South, located at the north-western corner of Rocky Point Road (now Princes 
Highway) and South Street, marked the starting place for the horse omnibus 
which ran along the main road and gave connection with Sydneytown. 

According to a letter written by Mr. J. W. Berghofer to his friend 
Samuel Schofield we may glean information in respect to the early movements 
made to found the church of St. Paul. The relevent portion of the letter, which 
was dated. 7th September, 1925, is as follows:- 

"As far as I know there are only two of the old Church Committee 
in the land of the living today, yourself and me. We well remember 
how the Reverend George King, of St. Peters, and his curate 
McMahon, conducted services in my father's house for over a 
year, and it was there the first meeting was held. Those present 
were William Berghofer (in the chair), Samuel Schofield, Joseph 
Shelton, John Twiss, John South, Thomas Wilson, John W. 
Berghofer Junior, Joseph Clarke and Phillip Mulhausen. After 
discussion it was decided to try and raise funds to purchase land 
and to build a Church of England in Kogarah. It was also decided 
to form a deputation and under your guidance and help to interview 
Mr. William Wolfen, the owner of the land. The deputation 
consisted of William Schofield, William Berghofer Senior, Joseph 
Shelton, and John W. Berghofer. Your good self introduced the 
deputation. Later he says Mr. Wolfen offered the land in Kogarah 
at £10 per acre. Mr. Wolfen gave the land the church is on free." 

The Mr. William Wolfen mentioned in the letter was the Swedish 
Consul in Sydney and owned 800 acres in the vicinity of the church site. He 
later gave another area for the rectory and later again for the adjacent 
cemetery. In connection with the cemetery it has been related that the land 
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was a gift "because there was no cemetery nearer than Cook's River (St. 
Peter's) and as John Berghofer was not expected to live Mr. Wolfen was 
approached for another acre for the purpose of a burial ground." 

The Australian Churchman of January 30th, 1869, records the laying 
of the foundation stone and the account is given as follows:- 

"On Tuesday afternoon at 2 pm an interesting ceremony took place at 
Rocky Point Road when the foundation stone of the New Church to be named St. 
Paul's was laid. There were a number of people present, in spite of it being 
a very hot day. Amongst those present were The Hon. John Campbell, Mr. 
Charles Campbell, Rev. George King (Minister of St. Peter's) Rev. John 
Barnier, Mr. S. H. Pearce, Mr. J. Pearsce of Randwick, Mr. Wolfen, 
Mr. McMahon (Catechist) Mr. W. Berghofer, Mr. J. W. Berghofer, 
Mr. Joseph Skelton, Mr. C. Napper, Mr. John Schofield, Mr. W. Twiss, 
and many other subscribers. Mr. Thomas Holt, MLA, who was also a sub-
scriber, was unable to be present. After the laying of the foundation stone by 
the Bishop, all present retired to a commodious booth, which had been erected 
and partook of afternoon tea which had been provided. "The Foundation Stone 
now located on the eastern facade of the chancel, reads "The Foundation 
Stone of this Church was laid by the Right Reverend Bishop Barker, DD, 
January 25th, 1869. Church dedicated September 21st, 1869. John Done, 
Rector, W. M. Berghofer, J. Sheldon, J. W. Berghofer, Church Wardens." 
It is understood that these dates are erronious and should read January. 
26th, 1869 and September. 21st, 1869, respectively. 

Mention was made in the Sydney press of February 3rd, 1872, 
that Rocky Point was situated about two and a half miles beyond the Cook's 
River Dam,"and is the centre of the labours of a catechist, Mr. Done, who 
has been resident for two years. A stone church capable of containing about 
150 persons was opened for Divine Service on the 26th January, 1869, the 
foundation stone laid on the previous Anniversary of the Colony by the Bishop 
of Sydney on the last Anniversary Day (January 26) Divine Service was cele-
brated here by the Dean of Sydney (Dean Cowper) at 2. 30 pm - a respectable 
congregation being present, old and young probably amounting to 80 or 90 
people. The Reverend H. G. Langley and R. S. Willis were also present. 
After the Service and a baptism, tea was held under a booth made of green 
boughs which was greatly enjoyed by those who partook of it, the heat of the 
day adding not a little to the desire for such refreshment. Before this 
event was over the sky became overcast and a heavy thunderstorm arose 
which rendered it necessary for all to repair to the church where suitable 
addresses were delivered by Mr. Langley, Mr. Willis and Mr. Done. We 
regret to add that a debt of £170 was on the church, and the poverty of the 
residents, who are principally market gardeners, makes it very hard to 
reduce this encumbrance. The people do their part to support the catechist 
and regularly pay the interest on the sum due. Attached to this place are 
Lord's Forest, Belmore and Arncliffe, at all of which places Divine Service 
is held by the catechist, who also visits and gives religious instruction to the 
Public and Church of England schools. The work done by Mr. Done supplies 
one of the many illustrations which may be given of the value and importance 
of the Church Society's operations, this catechist being largely assisted by 
this fund. 
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Attention is drawn to the above newspaper reference which suggests 
that discrepancies occurred in the recording of the date of laying the foundation 
stone and also the opening date of the church. It is evident that the foundation was 
laid on January 26th, 1869, as another newspaper paragraph, published on 
September 18th, 1869, reads as follows:- 

"Rocky Point. The church which has been recently here is to be 
opened for Divine Service on Tuesday next. The service will commence at 
2 pm. The Dean we understand will preach on this occasion. A tea meeting 
will be held after the service in a tent near the church". Incidentally, the 
church was built by Mr. Bush under contract conditions. Presumably the stone 
was procured from the quarries at Rockdale and shingles for the roof were 
possibly cut from the trunks of casuarina trees growing in the nearby swamp 
areas. 

As originally built the entrance doorway to St. Pauls' Church was 
placed at the eastern end, giving access from the neighbouring Rocky Point 
Road. The altar, contrary to long established Anglican custom, was sited 
at the western end and flanked against the wall by four wooden panels, two 
on each side, whereon were depicted the Ten Commandments, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Apostle's Creed. The side Gothic windows were composed 
of small diamond, and also square shaped panes of coloured glass, alternate-
ly pink and white, such as can be seen today in the windows of the choir vestry. 

The Parish of St. George, of which St. Paul's formed the Parish 
Church, is the oldest on the immediate southern side of Cooks River. 
Originally it took in the area between Cook's River and George's River and 
as far west as Bankstown, then known as Salt Pan, and extended across 
Botany Bay to take in Botany - some historians claim it also took in La 
Perouse. The late Reverend Harry Wilson related that the settlement at 
Heathcote was at one time under the jurisdiction of St. Paul's, Kogarah. 
Surrounding parishes have been carved from the St. George Parish, such as 
Arncliffe, Bexley, Botany, Brighton, Hurstville, Hurstville South, Langlea, 
Rockdale, Sans Souci, West Kogarah, and certain divisions along the route 
of the Bankstown Railway. These separations have resulted in the once 
great and sprawling parish being reduced to a comparitively small residue, 
of which much of the territory is devoted to parks, schools and swamp land. 

St. Paul's Church and its large parish was placed under the charge 
of the Catechist attached to St. Peter's Church of England at Cook's River, 
Mr. John Done. According to an old resident of Arncliffe this gentleman 
took Holy Orders late in life at the Moore Theological College, his studies 
being financed by Mrs. David Hannam of Arncliffe. Mention is made in the 
press on July 20th, 1872, that Reverend John Done, of Lord's Forest 
(Hurstville) was present at the meeting of the Synod at Sydney. Another 
Catechist serving the Parish of St. George lived at Darlinghurst and on 
Sunday mornings it was his regular practice to catch a train from Sydney to 
Burwood Station. He then walked across country to Belmore to conduct the 
morning service. Having lunched beneath the trees of the church yard he then 
walked across to St. George's Church at Lord's Forest for the afternoon 
service, after which he strolled across to St. Paul's at Kogarah, or should 
we say Rocky Point, for the evening service. Then came the walk back along 
the indifferent roads to Darlinghurst "and so to bed". 
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On March 14th, 1874, there is a press note concerning the need for 
a parsonage at Rocky Point. It reads:- 

"The Parish of St. George includes within its area the districts 
of Arncliffe, Lord's Forest, Rocky Point Road and Belmore. At each of 
these places services are held regularly on the Lord's Day. The clergymen 
of the district are unable to find a residence within except a very small 
cottage and that at one end remote from his work and the mass of the 
population, which necessitates his travelling on the Lord's Day and this 
adds very materially to his labours. It is therefore of great importance 
that a parsonage be built without delay, for which a site has been given by 
Mr. William Wolfen adjoining the church at Rocky Point. 

In the writer's own memory, about 1906, at the rear of the second 
rectory there stood, on an east-west axis, a small two-roomed stone 
cottage which had its stumpy kitchen chimney at its eastern end, its 
doorways and windows being placed on the northern wall. At this time the 
roof was of galvanised iron and covered to a certain extent with creepers. 
The edifice was derelict, and was demolished about 1910. I have always 
considered this to be a portion, possibly a separate kitchen and scullery, 
of the original rectory. Some of the dimension stone from this aged build-
ing were used to contain the lawn at the northern side of the church 
and form a flagged pathway leading to the vestry door. These stones have 
been taken up and are stacked in a pile at the north-western corner of the 
church-yard, intermixed with remnants of the tomb-stones taken from the 
former and adjacent cemetery. 

Reverting to the forementioned baptism the babe concerned was 
Oliver Schofield and it is interesting to know that Bishop Barker kindly sent 
his carriage to bring the young family to the church and return them to their 
home after the ceremony. In due course, if we may disgress, Oliver as 
a young man spent some time in Fiji. On his return he lived in Burlington 
Street, Rockdale, and found employment with the Rockdale Municipal 
Council, where he took great pride in the fine draught horses committed 
to his care. One fine animal, named Charlie, was exceptionally favoured 
and Oliver's wife, Maggie Schofield, cooked the horse a special plum 
pudding at the weekends. Oliver's daughter Elizabeth, who married a 
Mr. Mitchell, was a life long member of the congregation at St. Paul's 
and assisted in every movement which furthered the old church's well-
being. 

The Church of St. Pauls was used for public instruction, on week 
days only, a circumstance which did not please the incumbent, the Reverend 
John Done to any great extent. The Government paid a weekly rental for 
this accommodation which appears to have continued until such time as the 
Kogarah Superior Public School came into being on its present site. At the 
early period of the church's history there were many German residents in 
the Kogarah district and a German National Service was conducted on a 
monthly basis, a special pastor coming out from Sydney on these occasions 
to conduct the service. Insofar as the early church school was concerned 
the first teacher was Mr. John McDonnell, who took charge in August, 1870, 
the enrolment covering nineteen boys and twenty-six girls. 

The Reverend John Done died at the original rectory on March 30th 
1877, and was buried in the adjacent St. Paul's Cemetery, where a small 


