
ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

53 Bruce Street, 
Bexley. 
12th April, 1968. 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The next meeting of the above Society will be held as 
follows:-  

Date: Friday Evening Next, 19th April, 1968, at 8 p. in.. 

Place. Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Speaker: Mrs. Jean FauL::.r will present a paper on 
CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 

We all know Captain Cook explored the east coast of 
Australia. Most of us know he finished his days being eaten by 
natives in the Sandwich Islands. But how many people know what 
Captain Cook was like as a person. 

Mrs. Faulkner will give some interesting insights into the 
great navigator's early life. 

Would lady members please bring a plate. 

Supper Roster: Miss M. Callister and Miss V. Dunsmore. 
Miss E. Cheetham, Mrs. M. Piper and Miss B. Binns. 

D. H. Sinclair. 	 R. W. Rathbone, 
Y.ion. Secretar'r. 

nt. 	 58.4813. 



ST. GEORGE. THE PATRON-SOLDIER SAINT OF ENGLAND. 

In an early issue of the Bulletin of the St. George Historical 
Society mention has been made of certain aspects of the somewhat 
legendr r life of St George which created a degree of local interest 
Further infOrmation has come to hand from a book, entitled "THE 
RIVIERA" published about the eighteen-eighties, the author being the 
Reverend Hugh Macmillan, D. D., LL. D., F. R. S. E. The relative 
extract reads as follows:- 

"The elegant old church of the fishing village of Porto Fino 
(near Genoa) has en-shrined among its relics a large portion of the 
body of St.-'George; t mystic knight of Cappadocia, which, the 
people say, was obtained direct from Palestine. It is strange how 
so many maritime nations should have adopted this saiht as their 
patron. This is a relic of the days of the Crusades, when St. George 
net only defended the soldiers of the Cross on the battlefield of the 
Holy Land, but also helped them amid the more dreadful terrors of 
the stormy Mediterränëan passage. On the 24th of April every year 
the POrto Fiiio fishermen bring out the relics of their saint and do 
him homage". 

Another paragraph in the same book relates: "Perhaps the 
most interesting relic of the old town of Genoa is the hoary Gothic 
building, begrimed with dirt, of the Compora, or famous Bank of 
St. George, near the Harbour. It is said that the very stones of 
which it is composed were brought from a monastery near Constant-
inople in 1260. This was the oldest banking and trading house in 
Europe Here originated those ideas of developing capital, funding 
money, and charging interest, which have developed into the wonder-
ful complications of modern commerce and finance." 

Then in a larger book, issued about the same period and 
entitled "The Thames from its Rise to the Nore", written by Walter 
Armstrong, M. A., it is mentioned that in the year 1417 the Emperor 
Sigismund came to Windsor Castle, "bringing with him the heart of 
St. George, which remained there to the Reformation". 

THE OLD WESLEYAN CHURCH, AT MOORFIELDS. 

Albert Matheson, M.B.E. 

It was suggested that I investigate the history of the Wesleyan 
Church at Moorfields, situated in the north-western portion of the 
land district of St. George. This area has lately come into prominence 
through the establishment of the vast shopping centre, known as 
"Roselands", but until the coming of the Belmore Railway, in February 
1895, it was an isolated and somewhat sparsely settled tract chiefly 
devoted to agis.tment purposes. I was most fortunate in contacting 
Miss Lydia Mannell, who has had a long association with the old 
church,, and she kindly lent a booklet, issued in 1951, dealing with 
the Centenary of this. old established church. The publication is most 
excellent and contains details which may prove of great interest to the 
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members of the St. George Historical Society. Permission has been 
obtained from the church authorities to republish historical data in 
the latter Society's monthly Bulletin and to this end the formal 
acknowledgment to the authors concerned, and the prologue prepared 
by the Reverend D. Forshaw Almond, is republished in full, 

'ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The publication of this Souvenir booklet is the result of much research 
into Church and historical records, and the Trustees gratefully 
acknowledge the help given by the Mitchell Library, the Australasian 
Methodist Historical Society, Sydney, and the Registrar General's 
Office, Sydney. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. A. W Miller, who has been 
responsible for the research and for the collating and preparing with 
meticulous care, of the interesting historical details contained in 
these pages. He has been aided in the research by Mr. W. A. Cant, 
Trust Secretary, who has also given technical assistance in the 
preparation of the booklet. 

Full measure of thanks is expressed also to Church members and 
adherents who have given help and information by personal recollect-
ions, and to interested friends who have made photographs available. 

PROLOGUE. 

Centenaries are most important because they enable us to see 
history in its right perspective and to take a look at ourselves and 
ascertain just how we are measuring up to the task that is ours It 
enables us to make humble acknowledgment of the debt we owe to the 
pioneers of the past. 	We are reminded that we have entered into 
their labours and enjoy the fruits of their toil. 

They were a splendid company of people - courageous, determined 
and not easily cast down. They were keen to build ,a shrine worthy of 
the best Christian traditions and to establish the Altar of the Lord in 
the midst of the people. They knew how true were the words of the 
Master that "Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God", and so they were resolved 
to bring into the life of the community the truths of our Christian 
Religion and to give witness to the Spiritual realities. 

D. Forshaw Almond, 
Superintendent Minister. 

An Historical Survey. 

The first settlement in the immediate neighbourhood of Moorfields was 
by Hannah Laycocks whose 500 acre Kings Grove Farm was granted 
on 11th August, 1804. Eight years later she received a further 120 
acres adjoining to the north and her sons,William and Samuel, 100 
acres each (Percy and Northumberland Farms) giving a considerable 
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property embracing much of the suburbs of Bexley, Kingsgrove, 
Clemton Park, and Campsie. The Laycocks were amongst the first, 
free settlers in Australia, arriving in the "Gorgon" in 1790, but they 
had no connection with the history of the church and the estate was 
sold to Simeon Lord as early as December 1828, 	d had been 
subdivided and much of it sold before the church was built. William 
Ward's 30 acres (The Towers) and John Miller's 90 acres (Richland 
Estate) were both granted on 1st January, 1810. Miller's grant was 
sold in 1828 to James Oatley, a watchmaker of Sydney, who later 
acquired by purchase and original grant a considerable estate in the 
district. None of these early settlers played añypart in the history 
of the church, and John Miller the original grantee of Richlands, had 
no connection with the family of the same name who have been active 
workers in the church for the last 80 years. 

At this date it is impossible to say who was the first member of the 
church to settle in the neighbourhood, but the families of several 
early adherents had been in the district many years before the church 
was built. 

Willian, Lees, with his wife and eldest daughter, came to New 
South Wales in 1815, he in the "MARY ANN' and his wife in the 
"NORTHHAMPTON", and may have first settled at Windsor where a 
William Lees tendered to supply fresh meat in 1817 and 1818. He 
was promised a grant of 100 acres adjacent to the church site in 1821, 
the actual date of the grant being 1823. 	He was probably in residence 
about 1821, and by 1828 had cleared 37 acres and had 30 acres in 
cultivation. 

It is possible that James Chard was in the district as early as 1818 
in which year he arrived in the colony per ship "OCEAN". His first 
wife Rachael and his two sons, John and Thomas, came in the "JUPITER" 
in 1823. In February, 1827, he purchased Charles Watson's 80 acre 
grant for £1/1/0 per acre. By 1828 he had cleared 30 acres and had 
20 acres under cultivation. It is interesting to note that at this early 
date there was a "dwelling house and premises" in the north-west 
corner where the church now stands. James Chard is also said to 
have been the owner of Brainson's grant adjoining the church to. the 
west, and to .ha.ve resided there for .some time prior to his death in 
1855. In 1845 the land was conveyed to his sons, John (50 acres) and 
Thomas (30 acre), and the elder son John in 1851 gave the Wesleyans 
the acre on which the church is built.. Six years later he. sold out to 
Charles Saxby for £3, 000 and appears to have gone to Newtown, where 
he had considerable. property,, and to• have severed his active connection 
with the church. His descendants have, however, maintained interest 
in the place, and have on occasions attended services in the company 
of their cousins, descendants of the brother, Thomas Chard. 

William Pithers, whose grandson William was buried in the cemetery 
in February 1863, and. whose son James was interred in 1895, also 
received a grant in 1823. In 1828 twenty acres were cleared and he 
was running twenty head of cattle, but by 1869 the land was described 
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as "vacant and unfenced, said to belong to James Pithers, a sawyer 
lately residing in the district but now removed to Newtown". As far 
as is known this family has not been represented in the church work 
for many years, the only connection with the church being the inter-
ment of several members of the family in the cemetery. 

James Ridgwell, the "grand old man" of early Moorfields, is 
said on reliable authority to have come to the district between 1844 and 
1846. No written reference has been found prior to the minutes of 
the Newtown Leader's, meeting in 1855 where he appears as a class 
leader. Charles Gabb came to the district in 1851, the Parkes family 
from Canterbury Heights were in that area as early as 1820, and 
preaching services were commenced in their home as early as 1857, 
the Peake family from Peakehurst were also amongst the earliest 
members, preaching services being held at their home in 1855. Both 
families were regular. attendants for the first fifty years. Others 
who were regular attendants from early times were the Nortons (a 
James Norton was in the Colony in 1824); the Tomkins from Bardwell 
Park; James Forrester, a ganger on the construction of the first 
railway, Cornelius Webb and his wife (who, on her death about 1910, 
left the Trust the only legacy it has yet received). Both James 
Forrester and Will 	Coleman later married daughters of Thomas 
Chard andthey and their descendants have been regular worshippers 
and active workers in the church to the present day.. Both James 
Forrester and Cornelius Webb purchased land from the Kingsgrove 
Estate in 1855, so were certainly in the district from that date on. 

The Church Building. 

In August 1850, the Reverend Frederick Lewis reported: 
"Moorfields Cottage (9  miles from Sydney). A considerable number 
of persons have assembled every Lord's Day for the last six months to 
hear the word of life; nor have any heard in vain for already has a 
class been formed consisting of eleven persons many of whom have 
been very powerfully awakened to a sense of their guilt and danger and 
are sincerely enquiring "What must I do to be saved". 	A year later 
the Reverend John Eggleston reported a brick chapel in course of 
erection, and in August 1852 it was reported as having been completed 
at a cost of £100. The original chapel, 25 feet by 18 feet, proved too 
small and in 1860 was enlarged at a cost of £80. The division in the 
flooring marking the site of the first development can still be seen. 
Various improvements have been made from time to time. In 1894 a 
galvanised iron roof was placed over the shingles by a band of voluntary 
workers under the supervision of Mr. Jones who a few years earlier 
had erected the well-known landmark "THE TOWERS' in Forsyth Street. 
At the same time the narrow galvanised iron lining the lower part of 
the interior walls was placed in position. AbOut 1905 the Band of Hope 
collected £40 to defray the cost of the Wunderlich metal ceiling and 
the remainder of the walls were lined with the same material. With 
the exception of minor repair to the floors and windows nothing further 
was done till 1921 when a kindergarten hall was erected by Mr. Merrick 
(one of the trustees) at a cost of £120. Towards the end of 1930, an 
extensive program of renovation was undertaken when the roof, includ-
ing the original shingles, was removed and the iron replaced, the 
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Wunderlich metal lining which had become corroded over the years 
was removed and the upper part of the walls cement plastered. A 
further extension to the kindergarten hail was made in 1934. In 1940, 
a room was added to the kindergarten hail for use as a Bible study 
room from older scholars of the Sunday School. 

The et'lié 	91d to ha/e brI r1'thPunchbow1 Road, 
thouot1eW 	'igah id hróiW thetië±, ofl& .n the 
geie±P•dioflf daAt 	dhiMg ben 	'is fbr flfty years 
pior- tb t'864 ' 	ti.Qêe Ma'.nd Sè'temb 	l4l, PUts Bridge 
was built 	oidd] 	 àI'd iti 184,3, Unwins 
Bridge at Tempe and both routes via Canterbury Road and William 
Street appear to have been used. The same reu1aç preacher when 
Moorfields was in the Newtown Circuit 	 a-t 
Cantei,.ar ' 	9L!iFnI 	iwoqd, Moorf.1clds, and Peakehurst. 
Evnirçpt tis 	 10 )the s.me preacher to take 
services at Canterbury Moorfields and Forest Hills (now Eariwood) 
in the morning, afternoon and evening respectively. 

The forties of last century saw the ferment-of deviçpment as 
settl 	be g 1 9 	 th,town. in 1841' a,da was 

ye .,at ; 	rne,, id the Sugar 
Conpary T 	 omp1qted in 
September o that year at a cost of £30, boo. The Wesieyans were not 
behindhand and in 1841, a slab school house was erected there, used 
as a day school during the week, attended by about 4p chjJdren, and 
as a chapel on Sundays. By 1846, it was much flapidted affdWas 
r&pced!b.j 	 hal3ei, Which stiilsthhd iñMiiitertret but, 
for sthF1 èadf 	 did tbt take- root in this centre. 
By I 	 oWthãrid the censUs of that 
year shwa the 'o-pWatibri of the Critb.uryd1strict, which apparently 
included Mditb,k 	431, 	hon. i02 	Wesieyans. This 
relatively lbrgë propbition f1Wieieyans ina explain the rapid 
development of Methodism in the area during the following few years. 

THE MOORFIELDS SCHOOL. 

From 1864 till the old public school was built in 1878, a day 
school was conducted in the building under the auspices of the Wesleyan 
Church. The first teacher was thought to have been Mr. William 
Miller, succeeded by Mr. Joseph Saxby, a local preacher from 
Canterbury. 

Miss Sophia Ridgweli, the third day school teacher, was keeping 
company with Mr. Francis Bemish who, on her death after two or 
three years teaching, continued with the school till the opening of the 
public school on its completion in 1878. 

Although the Moorfields Church has always been in the Wesleyan 
and later the Methodist connection, for several years, about the early 
eighteen-eighties; the Salvation Army, under the leadership of Adam 
Bond and SusannàParkes, held services in the church, and their 
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ministry is still remembered with gratitude by some of the oldest 
members. 

THE CHURCH LIGHTING. 

When first built the church was lit by candles, those on the pulpit 
being held by candlesticks fitted with jointed arms, which could be 
extended in any desired direction. A candelabra hung from the 
ceiling but this wastaken down in 1884. and replaced by four kerosene 
lamps, twoon-each wall. In 1911 two "Miller" lamps, purchased from 
funds prpvidedbyaiegacy of Mrs. Webb, augmented the lighting. In 
February i923,.:gas was installed, and in 1929 this gave place to 
electricity. 

THE CHURCH FURNITURE. 

Several interesting items of original furniture have been preserved 
through the century These include a cedar table made in 1836 and 
given to  Thomas Chád and h1s wife by James Chard. As no table was 
available in the chuichfo the sacramenta1 vessels Mrs. Chard lent 
her cedar table and it has remained at the church and is still used. 
Most of the cedar seats in the church were originally backless forms 
which the first congregations used 	Much of the pulpit is original 
though it has been altered somewhat from its original form The 
candle ticks witheitending jointed arms used on the pulpit are well 
preserved. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

The Sunday School is not- quiteas old as the church though there is 
reason to believe itwas established by 1852. It is known to have been 
in continuous existence since 1,859 when it is mentioned in the "Christian 
Advocate". The. fir-st recorded Anniversary was held on 9th March, 
1864. 4Throughout its long history, this branch of Christian service 
has always ,,been the most .valuable and successful contribution to the 
church's. witness and the Master's iservice. With the building of the 
kindergarten hail in 1921 it was possible to subdivide the school into 
two departments, thus giving more scope for this great work among 
the children of the district. 

The Moo rfields Church has had an eventful century of history. The 
same:buiidiiig has  been in continuous use and the people have worshipped 
and served the same Master down through the long years." 

THE MOORFIELDS METHODIST CEMETERY. 

It is ;estirnated that about one thousand burials have taken place in 
the cemetery adjacent to the church fabric. It is understood that the 
cemetery was available for burial purposes of all persons, irrespective 
of their denominational faith. A record of all the headstones erected 
in thiscemetéry and the inscriptions :thereon, as far as can be obtained, 
was made-in 16Z A copy .of this record is in the hands of Mr. R. 
Rathbone, the Secretary of the St. George Historical Society. 	In 
March 1968, portions of the burial ground were covered with brambles 
and other rough vegetation making a detailed inspection most difficult. 


