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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

Vol. 3. No. 2. 	Bi-Monthly Bulletin 	 53 Bruce Street, 
Bexley. 
7th December, 1965. 

Dear Friend and Member, 

Our Christmas Party, this year, will be held in the - 

HISTORIC METHODIST CHURCH HALL 
BAY STREET, ROCKDALE. 

1856 

on TUESDAY EVENING, 14th DECEMBER, 1965, at 8 p.m. 

The Evening will take the following form: - 

1. Presentation of Papers on various parts of District. 

2. Exhibition of old photographs. 

(WHO HAS THE OLDEST PHOTOGRAPH OF INTEREST TO OUR DISTRICT) 

3. Keepsakes and historic souvenirs (BRING ALONG YOUR FAVOURITE 
HEIRLOOM AND TELL US ITS STORY). 

4. Coloured slides of the year's outings. (BRING THEM. DON'T BE MODEST). 

5. AN EXHIBITION OF MR. EARDLEY'S LOVELY PENCIL SKETCHES. 

6. Christmas - 100 years ago - Mr. Bryan Mitchell. 

7. Christmas Carols. 

SUPPER - Ladies are asked to bring a plate of sandwiches or cakes. 
Gentlemen please bring something to drink. 	(The Church authorities have 
asked that we respect their opposition to hard liquor so that "something" will 
have to be soft.) 

Come along 	Bring your friends 	Make this a night to remember. 

R.W. Rathbone, 
Hon. Secretary. 
LW. 4813. 



PLORATIONS IN AND AROUND GOMO, NEW SOUTH WALES 

Gifford and Eileen Eardley. 

One of the prettiest suburbs of Sydney is located at Como, a 
settlement situated on and around a short promontory jutting from the south 
bank of the beauteous Georges River immediately adjacent to the confluence 
of the equally beautiful Woronora River. It is understood that Mr. James 
Murphy, the secretary and manager of the vast Holt-Sutherland Estate Company, 
was responsible for the naming of Como where, with the corning of the Illawarra 
Railway, he established a large pleasure ground and other amenities, calculated 
to attract visitors from the metropolis. The place name is obviously derived 
from the famed Lake Como set amidst alpine splendour in Northern Italy. 
There are a number of other locations in the Sutherland Shire which also owe 
their European nomenclature to the imagination of Mr. Murphy, such as Sylvania, 
Miranda, and Lucerne, the latter being listed as a trigonometrical station 
mounted on the crest of the hail between Miranda and Caringbah. 

The initial exploration of the Georges River is credited to Bass and 
Flinders, those intrepid explorers negotiated the waterway, in their small open 
boat named Tom Thumb, during October 1795. However, it is within the 
realms of possibility that, at least, the lower confines of the river were closely 
examined by Governor Phillip in his search of the Botany Bay area for a suitable 
site for settlement. The shores of Georges River largely remained in their 
pristine state until about 1865 when ThorrsHoit acquired some 12,000 acres of 
land, ranging along the southern foreshores of both the river and Botany Bay, 
between Como and Quibray Bay and the hinterland southwards to the northern 
shores of Port Hacking. The Como portion of the estate remained undeveloped 
until such time as the construction of the Illawarra Railway commenced in the 
early eighteen-eighties. 

Messrs. Miller Brothers were successful in obtaining the contract 
for the first section, 23 miles in length, of the Illawarra Railway, commencing 
from a junction with the Main Suburban Railway, located at about half a mile 
south of the then Eveleigh Station, which is now-a-days named Redfern. The 
route as surveyed followed a general southerly course to the Cooks River at 
Tempe and onwards, passing through deep cuttings and a tunnel excavated through 
Arnciiffe Hill, to reach Kogarah, a rising township which was regarded as the 
administrative centre of the St. George District. Initially it was the intention 
of the Railway Department to cross Georges River by means of a bridge between 
Rocky Point and Taren Point, at the site of the newly opened Captain Cook Bridge. 
From Taren Point the line was to traverse the extensive Holt-Sutherland estate 
and, after reaching the crest of the ridge forming the watershed between the 
Port Hacking and Georges rivers in the vicinity of Yowie Bay, to curve west-
wards along the crest of the ridge twoards Sutherland, where the southerly 
course was to be followed along the highlands to Waterfall and beyond. 

This arrangement was highly desirable in the sight of the Holt 
Sutherland Estate ira nagement who proceeded to set a high price for the land 
necessary for the right-of-way, a sum which baulked the intentions of the 
Government. The impasse thus created was not overlooked by property owners 
and land speculators, who were legion, in and around the Hurstville, or Gannon's 
Forest, area, These people, on their promise of giving free land entry for 
railway purposes, succeeded in their efforts to have the Illawarra Railway 
diverted from Kogarah to the present alignment, which, in two wide sweeping 
curves, reaches the Georges River at Como. 

The contractors established their works depot at the sidings, still 
in use, east of the railway line between St. Peters and Marrickville, this latter 
station subsequently being renamedSydenham. From the works depot a little 
tramway of a temporary nature was laid along the route of the line to. Tempe, 
where Cooks River was crossed by a log trestle bridge. Reaching the southern 
shore-line the tramway passed along the banks of the river immediately north 
of the historic house named TEMPE to Rocky Point Road, where the line swung 
southwards to serve a group of three wharves built alongside the deeper waters 
of Cooks River. Sleepers and other materials necessary for the railway 
construction were brought by sea to Botany Bay and then transferred to punts, 
which flat-bottomed vessels were towed by tug-boats to the aforementioned 
wharves. Here the cargo was transferred to horsedrawn trollies and conveyed 
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over the temporary tramway to the depot. In the opposite direction came the 
components for the construction of the railway bridge at Como. Between 
Cooks River and Como a service of tug-boat hauled punts was instituted, which 
handled all the bridge components and ancillary equipment, together with the 
stores, foodstuffs, and the thousand and one items requisite for the every day 
needs of the construction gangs and their families. There is a consistent 
rumour, which has not as yet been confirmed, that on one occasion a punt, 
carrying a small steam locomotive, capsized off Sandringham (or Strippers 
Point) where the engine, so it is said, still remains in its watery grave. 

The extensive construction camp at Como was scattered over the 
eastern hill slopes abutting on to the shores of Scylla and Carina Bays. 	All 
manner of temporary accommodation, not conforming to any specific type, was 
erected haphazardly to provide housing for upward of six hundred people, some 
two hundred of whom were employed by Miller Brothers. Many lived in tents, 
or flimsy rooms of canvas spread over a framework of saplings, whilst others 
dwelt in small weatherboard shanties, or buildings constructed wholly of 
galvanised iron, complete with roughly built chimneys fashioned from the 
same unlovely covering. Perhaps the most substantial building at Como was 
the Public School, erected on the brow of the low hillock dividing Scylla and 
Carina Bays, where an average attendance of eighty scholars gained knowledge 
of the "Three R 's", namely "readin riting, and rithmetic". The Woronora 
Hotel administered to the needs of the adult male population. 

The bridge over the Georges River at Como, erected at a cost of 
about £66, 000,, is of the lattice girder type, the estimated weight being 2190 
tons. The total width to be spanned was 954 feet, and this wrought-iron super-
structure was supplied by the American firm of Cockrane and Company on the 
basis of a separate contract. The erection was carried out by Miller Brothers 
under the supervision of Mr. T. Firth, the District Engineer for the Railway 
Department. Four lattice main girders, each 478 feet 2 inches in length, were 
needed, these being laid on pairs  at a distance of 14 feet apart in the clear, 
the whole forming six spans, at an average distance of 158 feet from centre to 
centre, across the river. Cross girders, located at 7 feet 4 inches centres, 
carried longitudinal beams to support the rails of the single line railway track. 
A massive and well designed abutment supports the northern extremity of the 
bridge, abutting on to the sandstone cliff Lace which confronts the river at this 
place. 

To support the bridge and give a clear heading of 35 feet above 
water level, it was necessary to provide six piers, each consisting of two cast-
iron cylindrical shaped columns fabricated in sections, the lowest having a 
diameter of 11 feet, and the uppermost 9 feet. They were manufactured by the 
Stockton Forge Company. By the use of caissons these piers were sunk to bed-
rock at depths varying from 70 to 114 feet below water level. Each pier was fille 
with concrete and cross-braced to its immediate neighbour. After the concrete 
had set, each pier was tested with a loading of 250 tons of iron rails prior to the 
erection of the superstructure. The pier at the southern end of the bridge 
became enshrouded with the mullock of the high approach embankment on which 
the Como Railway Station was subsequently erected. 

The construction, in situ, of the super-structure of the bridge, 
formed of numerous wrought-iron components rivetted together at the site, 
necessitated the erection of a huge timber trestle, or falsework, carried on 
hardwood piles driven to the bedrock of the river bed. This structure in itself 
was a work of considerable magnitude as it had to be capable of carrying the 
weight of the bridge sections as they were extended, piece by piece, from the 
abutments. After the completion:of the span the trestle had to be dismantled, 
but instead of pulling the piles out of the river, at least at the northern end, the 
contractors had them cut off with axes at the low-water level, much to the 
annoyance of the authorities. The obstruction formed by these underwater 
timbers resulted in the formation of a large sandbank in the channel against 
the northern shore, on the down stream side of the bridge, which still creates 
a hazard for small craft frequenting the area. 
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The Como Bridge was all but completed by September 1885, and 
on January 19th, 1896, Mr. Wade, inspection engineer for the Railway 
Department, together with Mr. T. Firth and Mr. Henry Deane, carried out 
deflection tests which were more severe than any previously applied to bridge 
construction in New South Wales up to that period. A series of automatic 
pencil and stretched weight and wire regulators were carefully affixed at 
intervals on both sides of the structure, and each of the spans tested, first by 
a dead-weight load afforded by three heavy locomotives, and then by the same 
three locomotives, coupled together, passing over the bridge at a speed of 
twenty-five miles per hour. The deflections thus recorded varied from half 
to three-quarters of an inch, a result that gave the inspecting engineers great 
satisfaction. 

The three steam tender locomotives allocated to the test were of 
divers types, specially chosen for their weight rather than their appearance. 
The first was a 2-6-0 "Mogul", No. 299 of Class K, which gloried under the 
nickname of "Goods Waterburys" insofar as enginemen were concerned. This 
particular engine was long, sleek, and outrageously ugly, a real dachshund of 
a locomotive, low of wheels and low of body, but instead of having big ears it 
possessed a big wooden driver's cab at the rear end. The Baldwin Locomotive 
Company of Philadelphia, U.S.A. , were the builders, and the engine formed 
one of a batch of ten built for the New South Wales Railway Department in 1885 
for the haulage, primarily, of goods trains. 

The second locomotive, No. 60 of Class "0", was one of a batch of 
six 0-6-0 engines built by Messrs. Robert Stephenson and Company of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, a firm with a hallowed name in railway history. 
These engines were imported for working passenger trains over the Blue 
Mountain section of the Great Western Railway. In their original condition, 
at 1874, they were splendidly painted in a dark green livery with scarlet 
splashers over their driving wheels, and were further distinguished by a some - 
what stumpy "stove-pipe chimney". All in all No. 60 was most pleasing to the 
eyes of those attuned to just these things. 

The third locomotive at the test, No. 205 of Class "B", was the 
first of a batch of fifty goods engines, also of the 2-6-0 "Mogul" type, supplied 
between 1882 and 1884 by the world famous firm of Messrs. Beyer Peacock 
and Company, of Manchester, England. These engines were also in green 
livery and their small diameter driving wheels made them most suitable for 
main line goods traffic at the period of their introduction. It must have been 
a most imposing sight to see these three engines, of such diverse types, racing 
down the grades of the Oatley Bank and on to the bridge, all steam, fire, and 
fury. 

Contemporary with the construction of the Como Bridge, Mr. Miller 
had a screw-driven steamer built at his workshops at Como. This vessel was 
115 feet in length and had a beam width of 18 feet, the depth of the hold being 
8 feet. The power was supplied by a 40 horsepower steam engine which was 
calculated to provide a speed of 10 knots per hour. 

Even after the site of the bridge over the Georges River had been 
determined the authorities still remained undecided as to what route the 
Illawarra Railway should follow southwards from Como. A suggestion was that 
easier grades would eventuate by taking the line through the valleys of National 
Park. Whilst this proposal was being closely examined and surveyed, as it had 
considerable merit, it was thought fit to terminate the contract for the first 
section of the line, held by Miller Brothers, at the 13th mile-post, instead of 
the 24th, pending the decision of the Railway Department. Mr. Miller's 
contract continued for about a distance of three-quarters of a mile south of the 
bridge, the approach to which, from that side, was by means of an embankment 

containing 80,000 cubic yards of rock filling. This material was gained from 
the rock cutting, 65 feet in depth, located immediately south of the present 
railway station at Como. 

When the Railway Department finally decided on the direction the 
railway should follow, southwards from Como, fresh tenders were called and 
that of Messrs. Rowe and Smith was accepted for a price of about £450,000. 
The contract included the completion of the unfinished portion of the previously 
held Miller's contract, from the 13th to the 24th mile-post, by July 1st, 1885, 
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and from the 24th mile-post onwards to the 34th mile-post by the 31st December, 
1887. Incidentally the 24th mile-post was known in the locality as the Waterfalls, 
and now-a-days as Waterfall. The second section of the Illawarra Railway, so 
it was claimed, "traverses the roughest country over which any railway has 
been attempted in New South Wales". On an average the work cost £48,000 per 
mile. Messrs. Rowe and Smith sited their main residential camp at a distance 
of about two miles south of Como, in the vicinity of the present day township 
of Jannali, where a large tent town, including stores but no hotel, was 
established. The temporarily built shanties were dotted over the landscape to 
the number of about two hundred, the transient population moving forward as 
the work progressed. 

A railway station, which gained the name Como, was erected on 
the western side of the southern approach embankment to the bridge and came 
into use with the official opening of a portion of the second section of the railway, 
as far as Sutherland, on December 26th, 1885. 	It is possible that a train 
service was in operation prior to this date as it was suggested, in the Illawarra 
Mercury, that special excursion steamers should be run from the Illawarra 
District (extending southwards from Coalcliff to the Shoalhaven River) to the 
bridge at Como for the opening of the railway between Sydney and Hurstville, 
an event of importance v,,hich took place on October 15th, 1884. 

When first constructed the bridge at Como only carried a single 
pair of rails, however a decision was made, in view of the potential coal 
traffic from the South Coast, to duplicate the Illawarra Railway between 
Hurstville and Waterfall. This work was carried out in various sections, most 
of which came into use during the year 1890, with the exception of the heavily 
graded length between Como and Sutherland, which was not duplicated until 
March 22nd, 1891. The single track across Como Bridge, of course, could 
not be duplicated, and it was necessary, as an expedient, to establish a signal 
box, named Georges River Signal Box, north of and adjacent to the bridge. 
This installation, which came into use as from November 9th, 1890, controlled 
movements to and from the short length of single line across the bridge. 
What is known as a gauntletted track, eliminated the need for junction points 
and also the controlling signal box for same. The new arrangement, which is 
still in use, came into operation on February 26th, 1894, when the Block 
System of Safe Working was instituted between the Oatley and the Como railway 
station signal boxes. 

With the present high density of traffic the gauntletted section 
(meaning a second set of rails laid in juxtaposition to the original track) over 
Como Bridge has an adverse effect on train operations throughout the full 
length of the Illawarra Railway. Goods traffic in particular create a problem 
as it takes these trains twenty-eight minutes, on the average, to clear the 
section, in the Up direction, between Sutherland and Como. A large number 
of vehicular handbrakes have to be set at Sutherland and released at Como, to 
assist in controlling the train over the steep descending grades, a feature 
responsible, in off peak hours, for the half-hourly service given by electric 
trains to travellers going to and from places south of Oatley, including the 
irate train travelling residents along the Cronuila branch line. 

Proposal after proposal has come forward recommending that a 
second bridge should be erected forthwith, one carrying a second set of rails 
and at a higher level in order to minimise the severity of the approach grades 
in either direction. Local opinion has been expressed that a four line bridge 
should be built in view of the fact that quadruplication of tracks now exist 
between the metropolis and Hurstville, coupled with the phenominal suburban 
growth south of Como. Several years ago a start was made on the northern 
approaches to the oft proposed new bridge, when a considerable amount of 
earth-work was carried out, activities now marked by a derelict steam boiler 
which was abandoned to its fate when the project lapsed through lack of finance. 

It is understood that it was the Railway Department's intention to 
establish two new railway stations on the realignment, one on the Oatley side 
of the bridge approach, and the other close to the present Railway Road Level 
Crossing at Como South, where it would prove more convenient to the district 
at large. Tenders are to be called for the construction of the new railway 
bridge, mooted to cost three million pounds. In the event of a new bridge 
coming into use it is intended to utilise the present bridge for highway purposes. 
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Reverting to the affairs of the early settlement at Como, 
immediately after the departure of the boisterous railway construction 
encampment, we find that the owner of the area adjacent to the southern 
approach to the bridge, and much of the nearby hinterland, was Mr. James 
Murphy. This gentleman sought to capitalise of his Como property by 
establishing a large pleasure ground on the rocky promontory east of the Como 
Railway Station. Here a boatshed was built, catering for amateur fishermen, 
whilst about a hundred "Summer houses" were dotted about the landscape for 
the convenience of picnic parties. A large shelter pavilion, together with a 
dance hail, was erected as additional amenities and Como soon came to be 
known far and wide as the venue of weekend trippers, and also as a highly 
desirable and convenient base for Sunday School outings. Rail traffic to and 
from the Como Pleasure Grounds was sufficient to warrant the running of 
special trains from Sydney at weekends and on holidays throughout the year. 

James Murphy built a most ornate two-storied weatherboard house, 
about 1886, at the top of the headland immediately west of the Coma Railway 
Station, in which he resided for many years. The residence, known as "Como 
House", is still occupied and maintained in a good state of preservation. 
Extensive gounds, replete with massive stone buttress walls and many stone 
steps leading to the various garden levels, were set out as a shrubbery, whilst 
retaining large numbers of the native trees. The view over the entrance to the 

Woronora. River, together with that of Bottle and Glass Head, and the opposite 
shores of Georges River, embracing Jewfish Point, Gungah Bay, and the rocky 
cliffs of the headland at Oatley from which the Como Bridge commences, is 
truly magnificent. No doubt James Murphy had a keen eye for natural beauty, 
and even today the scenery is not marred by the suburban settlement, which 
to a certain extent, has been established along the northern shores of the main 
river. Here the residents have retained most of the natural tree growth, thus 
retaining a scene of sylvan beauty, which is someth at rare in the district of 
St. George. 

A gentleman, named Paddy Larkin, who also resided at "Como 
House" was kept fully employed at the Como Pleasure Grounds as a general 
factotum. He was responsible for levelling and creating a circular promenade 
around the width of the Como promontory, enclosing a series of stepped 
terraces grouped against the high rocky knoll, which in turn, was graced by a 
somewhat large summer house, from which a most extensive view, downstream, 
of the Georges River is to be obtained. The promenade was lined with summer 
houses, each designed to hold a family picnic party. Larger gatherings usually 
monopolosed the pavilion appointed for that purpose. The spoil gained from the 
construction of the promenade was used to build a stone revetment wall along 
the foreshores. Paddy Larkin was also responsible for the erection of a large 
swimming enclosure which was sited at the eastern end of the pleasure ground. 

The first boatshed at Como, built against the northern shore of the 
Pleasure Ground precincts, was a low structure with a skillion type roof, under 
which the rowboats were kept when not in use. This building, now in a rather 
dilapidated condition, still functions as of yore, and is located at the eastern 
end of a newer two-storied shed, the upper storey of which is used for residential 
purposes and features a row of three dormer windows, facing towards the river 
and its mighty bridge. At the rear, or southern end, of the boatshed a separate 
residence was built to houseMr. William Jordan, the boat repairer, and also 
the local ferryman who rowed people across to Coronation Bay and Caravan 
Head. At the latter place the Reverend Carr Smith, then incumbent of 
St. James Church of England at King Street, Sydney, had a holiday cottage 
which he, his family, and their friends visited as circumstances permitted. 
This cottage, incidentally, was the first to be erected in this area. 

To cater for the needs of local residents and picnickers in particular, 
James Murphy built the corner shop which still serves its customers at the 
entrance to the pleasure grounds. There was an adjoining residence in which 
Mr. Murphy also lived, dividing his time between this domicile and his beloved 
"Coma House", athwart its rocky eminence. The shop was stocked with all 
mariner of groceries and soft drinks, including "Codd" bottles of lemonade 
(the glass bottles with the glass marble stopper inside) and the short earthen-
ware bottles known as "Stone ginger beer", specially brewed by Mr. Starkey. 


