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See one of Sydney’s finest collections of antique 
furniture and unique collection of Willow Pattern China 
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 (02)  9587 - 8307 
 (02)  9567 - 8641 
 (02)  9567 - 8989 
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 REFRESHMENTS OFFICER  Mr. Allan Stahl  (02)  9556 - 2805 

 LYDHAM HALL ROSTER  Mr. Bernard Sharah  (02)  9567 - 8989 

 AUDITOR  Mrs. Joan Rankin  (02)  9567 - 8641 

Meetings are held 2:00 PM the third Saturday of the month (except January) 

In the Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

 

Members, please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome. 



 

THE GANNONS OF TEMPE PART 1:  Frederick Gannon Senior  

By Anne Carolan 

The name Gannon is famil iar  even to newer residents of the St Peters/Tempe area because  
i t  f ea tu res  as  the  nam e o f  a  s t r ee t .  Long - t im e res idents  s t i l l  ca l l  t he  now di lapidated old 
home in Union Street,  'Gannon's place'.  Those interested in local h is tory wi l l  know that  the 
road to Hurs tv i le  was once cal led 'Gannon's  Forest Road'  and that  Hurs tv i l le  i tse l f  was 
known as 'Gannon's  Forest '  un t i l  a  centur y ago.  There  are also a number of  older residents 
who can just remember the k indly old man with a neat white beard pottering about the garden  
he loved at °Hurlingham', the family home. Beyond the hom e were Gannon's paddocks, the Sts 
Peter and Paul's Catholic Church in Stat ion Street (1858) and the family vaul t .  One res ident 
remembers h is job col lect ing milk money which included call ing at 'Hurlingham' from Unwin's 
Bridge Road. On one occasion he was grateful to old Mr Gannon who found and returned 10/ - 
which he had los t -  -a  smal l  for tune in the 1920s.  

The Gannon who, in 1850, bought 1903 acres of  the Townson grant and, at a toll gate 
charged the wood gatherers of Sydney Town to enter his forest, was Michael Gannon - convict,  
carpenter/bui lder, innkeeper and land speculator.  Frederick Gannon Snr., so l i c i t o r ,  o f  
'Hu r l i ngham ' ,  Un ion  S t ree t ,  T em pe ,  who  d ied ,  ag ed  87 ,  on  1 0  October 1923 was the f i f th  
of  Michael  Gannon's  seven sons.  

The family of Michael and Mary Gannon included: John b. 30.4.1825 (m. Eliza Laurance or 
Lawrence); Mary b. 29.4.1827 (d. infancy); Robert b. 22.6.1829 (m. Agnes Conley);  W il l iam b. 
13.8.1831 (m. 1 Rose Edmunds or Edwards; 2. Helena Parry; James b .  11 . 12 .1 8 33  ( m .  
Jan e  C ha db ur n ) ;  F r ed er i c k  b .  21 .3 .1 8 3 6  (m .  C la r i s sa  Re be cca  Mur ra y) ;  Joseph  b .  
5 .7 .1838 (m .  Susanah Jane Andrews) ;  A l f red  b .  21 .6 .1840 (m .  Elizabeth Hunt) ; Alicia b. 
21.6.1842 (m. W.H.D. Mitchell) ; Maria b. 6.8.1845 (in. C.H. Linehan). 

Michael  Gannon,  who was t ranspor ted f r om I re land under  a l i fe  sentence,  arr ived with his  
brother James in Sydney on the 'Almorah'  in 1820. In 1824 Michael marr ied Mary 
Parsonage acquir ing as h is  in - laws Thomas Parsonage ( 'Hi l lsborough' ,  1798) and Mary 
Jones ( 'Ear l Cornwall is ' ,  1801). The Gannon brothers came as convicts but appear to have 
established themselves and stable homes through marriage. Michael Gannon a lso rap id ly 
establ ished h imsel f  in  bus iness as a bu i lder  and auct ioneer  in  Cambr idge and Argyle 
s t reets ,  Sydney.  

Next  t ime you vis i t  th e Rocks,  g lance over  the back  wal l  o f  45 Argyle  Street  and imagine 
l i t t le Fred. Gannon running about the garden with h is brothers 145 years ago.  For  Michae l  
Gannon,  the bu i lder ,  had moved h is  fam i l y in to  th is  gent lemen's  residence around 1839. I t  
can be assumed that he was sk i l led at his t rade as the house s t i l l  s tands,  protected by the 
Sydney Cove Development  Author i ty which s tates that  ' this house contains more or iginal 
joinery than any other bui lding in the per iod in the Rocks. For example, the 200 mm. 
f loorboards are unique to the Rocks and are a rare commodity in h istor ic bui ld ings 
general ly. '  

Frederick Gannon was about seven years old when the family moved to Cook's River around 
1842. They lived on Cook's River Read (now Prince's Highway) before he moved to 
'Hur l ingham'  in  the  1870s .  Freder ick  was  educated a t  Sydney Co l lege and was admitted 
as a solicitor in 1864. In 1861 Frederick married Clarissa Rebecca Murray, daughter of  Robert 
Murray of  the Farr ier 's  Arms, George Street,  Sydney and 'Yarrum', Lyons Road,  F ivedock. 
Her  mother  was Rebecca Mi l ler  or  Bennet t  and now Freder ick ,  too ,  had in - laws  wi th 
conv ic t  o r ig ins  dat ing f rom the very ear l y years  of  the  co lony.  Rober t  Mur ra y had  a  ha l f -
b ro ther ,  Thom as  Sm idm ore -  -a  fam i l y a lso  we l l  known in  Marr ickvi l le  and surround ing 
areas .  

The family of  Freder ick  Gannon Snr . inc luded: Clara b. 4.5.1861 (m. W il l iam Edward 
Car ter) ;  Edith b.  2.6.1862 (d. infancy);  Freder ick  S. b.  4.2.1864 (m. El izabeth T o om e y) ;  
L e s l i e  b .  2 4 . 1 1 . 1 8 65  (m .  Ka t h l e e n  M a r i e  Se x t o n ) ;  Ad a  b .  2 3 . 5 . 1 8 6 7  (m .  Char les  
McDonel l )  ;  W al ter  b .  23 .11.1868 (m.  Pat ience Longf ie ld )  ;  Ar thur  b .  6.1 .1871 ( m .  L o t t i e  
F a r r ) ;  A r c h i b a l d  b .  1 6 . 6 . 1 8 7 2  ( m .  N e l l i e  J o n e s ) ;  P e r c y  b .  2 8 . 1 0 . 1 8 7 3 ;  Stan ley b .  
16 .7 .1875 (m .  Ethe l  Raynor ) ;  C laude b .  30 .12.1876 (m . E ls ie  D ib le y) ;  Henry b.  
10.4.1879.  

Such was  the  pace o f  soc ia l  change tha t  F reder ick  Gannon,  a  conv ic t ' s  son,  
was  ab le  to  m ode l  h is  Hur l ingham  Es ta te  a t  Tem pe upon the  exc lus ive  Hur l i ngham 
Spor t ing Club of  London wh ich is  s t i l l  in  ex is tence.  Tempe,  then,  was cons idered a n 



 

a t t r a c t i v e  a r e a  w i t h  g r a n d  h o m e s  d o t t i n g  t h e  h i l l s .  H o l t ' s  'W a r r e n '  a n d  S p a r k ' s  
'Tempe' were two of  these. 'Bur l ingham', too,  was on a h i l l  wi th splendid views down to the 
r iver and out to Botany Heads. I t  had i ts own pigeon shoot and became a centre of  m u s i c ,  
s p o r t  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  I n  i t s  p r i m e  i t  w a s  g r a c i o u s l y  f u r n i s h e d  a n d  deco ra te d .  
As  t im e  wen t  b y som e o f  t he  room s  becam e l i ned  w i t h  spo r t ing  t r oph ies .  Fo r  F reder i ck  
Snr .  l oved  a l l  spo r t -  - he  was  a  no ted  a th l e te  in  h i s  you th  and  was  a  c r icke ter  on  t he  
o ld  A lber t  Ground when ' i t  was  no t  cons idered p la ying  the  gam e to  bowl overhand' .  He 
was a member  of  the Austra l ian Jockey Club and,  even in h is  las t  years ,  h is  sons  were  
expec ted to  row h im  abou t  Botany Ba y to  h is  f avour i te  f ish ing  haunts. 

T he  t h i r d  pu b l i c  g o l f  cou rs e  es t ab l i sh e d  in  S yd n e y was  a t  M ar r i c k v i l l e .  I t  came into 
being on 20 September  1897 on land donated by Fred.  Gannon who remained i t s  P a t r o n  
f o r  m a n y  ye a r s .  T h e  l i n k s  w e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  a t  T e m p e  a n d  t h e  P.G.A.  
Month ly o f  May 1952 s ta t ed tha t  'some of  the  hazards  ,  no tab ly a  c l i f f  on  the banks  of  
the  Cook 's  R iver ,  were  o f  a  dec ided l y spo r t ing  charac ter  .  .  . the  face o f  the  C l i f f  Ho le  
was somewhere between 30 and 40 feet  h igh.  I f  a  p layer  fa i led  to get  he ight  with his i ron 
shot he often found the bal l  back behind a tee f rom which he hit .  Another unusua l  ho le  was 
a t  the  back  of  a  hote l .  I f  a  p layer  pushed h is  shot  ou t  he had to  p lay h i s  s e c o n d  o ve r  
t h e  b a ck  f e nc e  o f  t h e  h o t e l  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  g r e e n .  Som e  i n eb r i a t e d  gen t lem en  m us t  
have  sobered  up  sm ar t l y when  a  ' s c ream er '  sa i led  ove r  t he i r  he ads ! '  

Freder ick Gannon Snr. sent s ix of his sons to Newington College and later two j o in e d  h im  
in  th e  f i rm ,  F re d .  G a nn on  &  Sons ,  sa i d  t o  be  th e  la r g es t  c r im ina l  l a w  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  
c i t y  a t  t h e  t im e .  G a n n o n  p r a c t i s e d  l a w  u n t i l  t h e  a g e  o f  85 b y  wh i c h  t im e  h e  w a s  t h e  
o l d e s t  s o l i c i t o r  o n  t h e  r o l l .  F o l l o w i n g  i n  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f o o t s t e p s ,  F reder ick  con t inued  
to  bu y and se l l  land  in  the  area .  He acqu i red  'Tem pe House '  in  1884, something h is 
father had fai led to achieve when he b id for  his neighbour Brodie Spark 's  p roper t y on  27 

Decem ber  1853 .  W i th in  a  year  'Tem pe House '  and i ts  g rounds  h ad  be e n  so ld  t o  t he  
S is t e r s  o f  t h e  G o od  Sam ar i t a n .  

C lar issa  Gannon d ied ,  aged 85, on 12 Novem ber  1922, 11 m onths  before  her  husba nd .  
T he y were  bu r ied  a t  Sou th  He ad  Ce m ete r y.  Subseq uen t l y  'Hu r l i ngham '  and  i ts  
remain ing grounds were auct ioned.  Some members of  the Gannon fam i ly s t i l l  res ide i n  
a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  M a r r i c k v i l l e  a r e a .  C l a r e  G a n n o n  B . A . ,  a  g r a n d  d a u g h t e r  o f  
F reder i ck ,  t augh t  f o r  m an y yea rs  a t  S t  Geo rge  G i r l s '  H igh  Schoo l  be f o re  re t i r em en t .  

Michae l  Gannon was  m y great  -  great  - g randfa ther ;  Fred.  Gannon Snr .  was  m y great -

grandfa ther ;  Les l ie  E rnes t  Gannon  was my grandfa ther ;  B ie la  Gannon,  who  grew u p  i n  
' H u r l i n g h a m '  w a s  m y  m o t h e r .  I  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  
descendants  o f  the  Gannons  o f  Tem pe who  wou ld  l ike  to  share  the i r  rem in iscences .   

  Hurlingham c 1920 with Frederick Gannon Sr on the Verandah                   Frederick Gannon Sr. 

 

Printed with approval of Anne Carolan 



 

The Days when Bondi Had A Casino 
The Casino at Bondi Beach was not a 'casino' in the current contemporary sense of a 
gambling venue. It described a building or large room used for entertainment and dancing. 

It was advertised as Sydney's first nightclub, it certainly was one of the earliest. It opened in 
1923. It was also referred to as the Bondi Palais de Danse . 

In the 1920s Bondi Beach had been newly discovered by artist and writers and was rapidly 
developing a slightly bohemian and certainly very hedonistic atmosphere. Bondi had 
usurped Manly as Sydney's premier surfing beach, with Sydneysiders in their thousands 
flocking to the surf and to promenade along the beachfront. Campbell Parade was being 
transformed to reflect Bondi's new status, the Hotel Astra and Hotel Bondi had been built 
and it was in this environment that the Casino opened. 

The owner of the Casino was David McFarlane McLachlan Kerr, nicknamed 'Andy', who 
was one of Sydney's early 'colourful racing identities'. In the 1910s and 1920s, he was a high 
profile bookmaker at Sydney racecourses, known as the `Coogee Bunyip' because of his 
love of that beach. Andy Kerr was very wealthy, very flashy and owned a number of 
businesses, including theatres and a city jewellery shop, as well as the Casino. 

The Casino itself was on an enormous site. Located on the corner of Roscoe Street and 
Campbell Parade, directly opposite Bondi Beach, it took up half the Campbell Parade block 
between Roscoe Street and Curlewis Street. and stretched back up Roscoe Street as fax as 
the laneway which ran behind the Hotel Bondi. 

Inside the Casino a huge lavishly furnished central dance area was complemented by semi-
private sitting compartments, called logues', to either side of the public entertainment area. 
A very high ceiling added to the sense of the large scale and size of the building. 

The Casino, Bondi Beach advertised itself as: Sydney's most popular dancing rendezvous. 
"Specially designed for dancing, this palatial building quickly established itself in public 
favour. Its situation overlooking the ocean was unique." Its luxurious furnishings, elegant 
appointments and exquisite Palm Court were all in keeping with the refined atmosphere that 
was the keynote to the Casino's success. 

The floor of Tasmanian blackwood was considered perfect; the full strength all-Australian 
band was extravagantly advertised as "a revelation in the possibilities of syncopated 
melody". 

The twenties were the heyday of the Casino until the depression when Andy Kerr lost all his 
money. and the Casino finally closed in 1931. 

However, the cavernous dance venue was then resurrected as the Rialto Skating Rink. It 
was still later re-developed as the Kings Theatre, opening in 1937 and in that form 
enjoyed a good run with many readers of this Bulletin enjoying its offerings until it again fell 
victim to change, this time, to television in 1969. In later years the Hakoah Club occupied the 
site. Now it, too, has gone! 

Source: Waverly Historical Society Bulletin 

               Vol 25 Number 3 March 2013 
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