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MARCH - APRIL 1999 Edition
Cover photograph taken from "The Hurstville Story A History of Hurstville Municipality 1887-1987
written on behalf of the Hurstville Municipal Council by Pedr Davis. Published in 1986 by Marque
Publishing Company.

H Hr&stville Oval, photographed in 1986, is the
area's Premier venue for such sports as rugby
Union, rugby league, cricket, cycling, soccer
and athletics.
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Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in
the Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Members, please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome.

NEXT MEETING
MARCH 9

A History of William Carrs Esq.

Mrs. Janette Hollebone has chosen a very local person for her talk to the Society. Come along
and learn how the legacy of William Carss extends far beyond that of Carrs Park alone.

APRIL 13

Bee Here or Bee Square...

Mr. Eric Whitby, a lecturer and apiarist will talk on his pet topic of bees and their
management. Mr Whitby has promised to bring some lovely jars of fresh honey for sale. After
tonight you will definitely get a buzz out of life!
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FROM THE EDITOR...
April is going to be a busy period for the Society, as our efforts will be focused on the
Heritage Week activities discussed in the previous Bulletin and in greater depth in this edition.
Members, please volunteer to assist with the Heritage Week display at Rockdale Plaza and/ or
the Lydham Hall Open Day on Sunday 18 April 1999. Each of these events will undoubtedly
generate a lot of interest in the wider community and thereby serve as splendid PR
opportunities. Information and rosters in relation to these events are detailed in this Bulletin.
I am pleased to advise that the usual Lydham Hall roster has not been included in this Bulletin
as all Sundays for the months of March and April have been staffed with volunteers. Thank
you members!
A 1998 - 1999 Membership Renewal form has also been enclosed for those members not
currently recorded as being financial. Please renew your membership promptly, as
Membership Renewals contribute significantly to the functioning of the St. George
Historical Society Inc.
This edition contains an edited address given by one of the Society's members, Mr. Bruce
Blackshaw on the history of the St. George Cricket Club.
The second article concerning Governor Lachlan Macquarie's grave was forwarded to the
Society for publication in the Bulletin by Cr. Anne Field. As you will read, Australians still
have to be constantly vigilant to ensure political and institutional support for the preservation
of our Nation's heritage. Perhaps you might find time to write a letter/s to your local MP, the
National Trust etc to remind them of their obligations to maintain our heritage.
I look forward to receiving additional articles from you for inclusion in the Society's Bulletin.
Kind regards,
The Editor
A Little Spiritual Humour....
These four Roman Catholic women were having coffee.
The first woman tells her friends "My son is a priest. When he walks into a room,
everyone calls him 'Father."
The second woman chirps "My son is a bishop, whenever he walks into a room,
people call him 'Your Grace."
The third woman declares "My son is a cardinal, whenever he walk into a room,
he's called 'Your Eminence."
Since the fourth woman sips her coffee in silence, the first three give her this subtle
'well...?' look, so she calmly states "My son is 6' 2" tall; he has broad, square
shoulders; he's terribly handsome and dresses immaculately.. .whenever he walks
into a room, women say "Oh, my God...."

HERITAGE WEEK ROSTER - ROCKDALE PLAZA
There has been some response to last month's plea for volunteers' assistance with the manning of the
Heritage Week display. The display is to be held from Saturday 17th April to Saturday 24th April
1999, during the opening hours of the Rockdale Plaza. An updated roster appears on the following
page, please consider helping with this display, as the Society will certainly benefit from a P.R.
perspective.
As mentioned in the last Bulletin, the St. George Historical Society Inc, together with the Southern
Sydney Branch of the National Trust and Rockdale Heritage District Association, have been invited to
participate in the above display designed by Rockdale City Council. The display will consist of an "an
exhibition of maps and photographs illustrating the development of the City ofRockdale from the
pre-European landscape to today."
The display's purpose is to arouse the General Public's interest and pride in our local area. It will
feature land sale maps and architectural style maps; the latter of which could be used to enable
interested people to see what period of architecture predominates in their street or neighbourhood. In
addition, photographs illustrating styles of housing covering Victorian, Federation, Californian
Bungalow etc. will also be displayed to augment the maps.
To emphasize the irreplaceable value of our architectural heritage, a panel of photographs indicating
"things we have lost" and "things we want to keep" will also be on view.
Volunteers would not be expected to have a comprehensive knowledge of all things historical.
Interested members, if they so desire, can be teamed up with somebody else more knowledgeable in
local historical matters. Background information about the contents of the display will be made
available to the volunteers who man the display.
The table on the following page indicates the dates and times for which volunteers are still required.
Direct enquiries to Mr. Wesley Fairhall on phone 9546.5555, (W)9220.5404 and fax 9220 5233 or
Councillor Anne Field on 9588.6553 phone or 9588 2667 fax,
If you wish to volunteer for duty on the roster, please print your name and the date/s you wish to serve
in the first column, then circle the time/s you wish to attend from one or more of the subsequent
columns.

Volunteers'
Names & Dates of
Duty

Saturday
17 April

Sunday
18 April

Monday
19 April

Tuesday
20 April

Wednesday
21 April

Thursday
22 April

Friday
23 April

Saturday
24 April

8.30-9.30
AM.

N/A

8.30-9.30
A.M.
J. & T.
Pendlebury

8.30-9.30
A.M.

8.30-9.30
A.M.
B. Ross &
J. Byrne

8.30-9.30
A.M.
W. Fairhall
&?

8.30-9.30
AM.
A Field &
J. Hatton

9.30-10.30

10.00-11.00
A.M.

9.30-10.30
J. & T.
Pendlebury

9.30- 10.30

9.30-10.30
B. Ross &
3. Byrne

9.30-10.30
W. Fairhall
&?

10.30- 11.30

11.00- 12.00

10.30- 11.30
J. & T.
Pendlebury

10.30- 11.30

10.30- 11.30
B. Ross &
I. Byrne

10.30- 11.30
W. Fairhall
&?

9.30-10.30
A Field &
J. Hatton
_
10.30- 11.30
A Field &
3. Hatton

11.30- 12.30

12.00-1.00

11.30- 12.30
J. & T.
Pendlebury

11.30- 12.30

11.30- 12.30

11.30- 12.30
W. Fairhall
&?

11.30- 12.30
A Field &
3. Hatton

12.30-1.30

1.00-2.00

12.30-1.30
D. Lenane &
A Stahl

12.30-1.30

12.30-1.30

12.30-1.30
W. Fairhall
&?

12.30-1.30
A Field &
3. Hatton

1.30-2.30

2.00-3.00

1.30-2.30
D. Lenane &
A Stahl

1.30-2.30

1.30-2.30

1.30-2.30
W. Fairhall
&?

1.30-2.30
A Field &
3. Hatton

2.30-3.30

3.00-4.00

2.30-3.30
D.Lenane &
A Stahl

2.30-3.30

2.30-3.30

2.30-3.30
W. Fairhall
&?

2.30-3.30
A Field &
J. Hatton

3.30-4.30

N/A

3.30-4.30
D.Lenane &
A Stahl

3.30-4.30

3.30-4.30

3.30-4.30
W. Fairhall
&?

3.30-4.30
A. Field &
3. Hatton

4.30-5.00

N/A

4.30 - 5.30
D.Lenane &
A Stahl

4.30-5.30

4.30-5.30

4.30-5.30
W. Fairhall
&?

4.30-5.30
A Field &
3. Hatton

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

5.30-6. 30
W. Fairhall

NIA

8.30-9.30
A.M.
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
9.30-10.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
10.30- 11.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
11.30- 12.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
12.30-1.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
1.30-2.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
2.30-3.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
3.30-4.30
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
4.30-5.00
Rockdale
District
Her. Ass.
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

6.30-7.30
W. Fairhall

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

7.30-8.30
W. Fairhall

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

8.30-9.00
W.Fairhall &

NIA

N/A
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LYDHAM HALL OPEN DAY ROSTER
Would all members kindly consider volunteering to man Lydham Hall on Sunday, April 18th,
Lydham Hall will be open between the hours of
1999 for an Open Day to mark
11.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. Ideally, members of the Society are being sought to staff for one or
as many hours as they choose, a room/s in Lydham during the above opening hours. The work
simply involves answering questions the public might ask when looking through a room and
ensuring that visitors refrain from touching the contents of the rooms.

Heritage Week

The following roster indicates the times and rooms to be manned on the day. Kindly circle the
time/s during which you would be able to assist and place your name/s in the relevant room
columns adjacent to the time/s you nominate. Direct enquiries to Mr. Wesley Fairhall on
9546.5555 or (W) 9220.5040.
I UPSTAIRS
I DRAWING
DINING KITCHEN ROOM
BEDROOM MUSEUM
ROOM

OPEN HOURS

11.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
12.00 p.m. - 1.00 P.M.
1.0Op.m.-2.00p.m.
2.00 P.M. - 3.00 P.M.
3.00 p.m. - 4.00 P.M.
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St. George District Cricket Club
The first reference to what was to become the Hurstville District occurs in historical records of
NSW dated to 1811.
Prior to that, the area had been the province of Aborigines and kangaroos, apart from the
probable visit of an escaped convict or hunters employed by the Government. Through a series
of Land Grants by the Colony's Governors and the transfer by sale of these grants, we move
forward to 1850, where the records show that a certain Michael Gannon bought 1,905 acres
from James Holt.
The description of the land fixed the starting point as "1 dead stringy bark tree in the SW
corner of a grant called Bexley just as the area ran down to a new line of road from the dam on
the Cook's River to the Woronora ferry. Thus it was that the early name of the District was
Gannons Forest and the small postal village Gannons Village, later to become Hurstville. The
latter name probably derived from the town of Hurst in Lancashire England.
In October 1884, the Railway reached Hurstville and then followed the eventual proclamation
of the Municipal District ofHurstville with a population of 1,050. Bexley was originally
included, but in 1900, Bexley was created a separate municipality.
Cricket clubs had by 1898 been established in the Rockdale, Kogarah, Canton, Hurstville,
Arncliffe and Bexley areas. In the same year, a meeting of the individual clubs led to the
formation of the St. George Cricket Association. In 1905, my father became Secretary of the
Association.
The next logical step was to establish a District Oval with a "turf wicket" as a forerunner to
entering into Grade Cricket with the NSW Cricket Association. In this regard, various sites at
Rockdale, Arncliffe and Kogarah were suggested but either local opposition or unsuitability of
the sites frustrated this action. However in 1908, Hurstville Council resumed an area of 7 acres
in Dora Street through to Park Street and work commenced on the site.
Under the guidance and help of the Council, a dedicated band of residents without financial
reward converted the rough scrub into a cricket ground and erected a small pavilion thereon.
By 1910, all seemed in order for the play to start for the 19 10-11 Season. A public meeting at
Hurstville on 15 July 1910 resulted inthe St. George District Cricket Club's formation. With
improvements still continuing, the NSW Cricket Association was invited to inspect the ground.
One can only speculate on the deflating effect on the enthusiastic band of volunteers when the
Association Grounds Committee refused to pass the grounds as fit for Grade Cricket. With the
dreams of a 1910 entry into Grade well and truly shattered, the enthusiasts worked even harder
with the continued backing of the Council. Their efforts were rewarded when the oval was
passed prior to commencement of the 1911-12 Season and the Club granted affiliation for the
Second and Third Grade.
The opening of the oval was marked by a game between a St. George District 15 and Jn
International 11 led by Warren Bardsley. (Bardsley was the first Australian to score a century
in each innings of a Test Match.) My father who was Mayor of Hurstville at the time, bowled
the first ball - this ball is in the Hurstville Historical Society's museum.
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The first official match on the oval was played against North Sydney. The population of
Hurstville in 1911 was 7,300 and when it is recorded that up to 3,000 attended the opening
day, you can appreciate the popularity of cricket in those days - just the drawing power of
international players.
From this fledgling start, the St George Cricket Club achieved First Grade status in the 192 122 Season. Even then the general facilities for both player and spectator were primitive and
rudimentary. However, in 1922 a new Score Board and Sight screens were installed and in
1925 the present pavilion replaced the original wooden structure. In the intervening years the
Club has made a significant contribution to cricket at every level both from a playing and
administration stand point.
To peruse the Club records over the years recalls many exiting games and highlights the
outstanding achievements of such international stars as Don Bradman, Alan Fairfax (the first
St. George player to progress from St. George Juniors to international level), Bill O'Reilly,
Arthur Morris, Ray Lundwell, Brian Booth, Norm O'Neill amongst many other talented
players.
When we note that in the days of Don Bradman, (who averaged well over 100) and Bill
O'Reilly (766 wickets at under 9 average, including 14 for 42 in one afternoon), crowds of up
to 9,000 attended, the magnetism of their ability is clearly apparent. More importantly than
bare statistics, the story of the St. George Cricket Club is one of continuing and obligated
adherence to the true ideals of cricket. This ethos alone has won for the Club the respect of all
lovers of cricket.
In conclusion, I take the opportunity to repeat a favourite quotation of my father:"O&i Ya1 Tj,mp, WaA dw a1 SW

16 rm wa

Contributed by Mr. Bruce Blackshaw
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ROAD TO RUINS: Governor Lachlan Macquarie - Father of Australia -buied
'Ficturs:M4RJORYliNNETf
at the end of a track on the island ofMuU, Scotland.

By MARJORY
BENNE1T

,:HE was 'hailed the
Father of Australia,
the man who transformed a turbulent
convict settlement into
.a thrivingcoiony.
• But he"mains of
Governor Lachlan Macquarie lie all but forgotten iou crumbling mausoleum in a remote
corner Of:. Scotland.i
The badly-weathered
structure ,.that --holds
Scottish-born Macquarie
(Goyernor, 'of' NSW'
1809.1822), his wife Elizabeth and two children is
on the island of Mull, in a
bare enclosure at the end
of a woodland truck,
with only a broken.sign
to snow the way.
Ile owner of a guesthouse next to the historic
site, Colin Boocock, who
often guides visitors
there, said: "Australians
should feel outraged at
the state
the place I
really needs people to
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lian Government."
an.r Australians is the
'e '
fact th at the dilapidated
x"
burial site is owned by
t C peop C - 0
DPlDATEb'.T1ièMaccuarjemausoIeUm.
You.'wou1dnt , seeth
..
Am'ericaiis
cOining' back 'in a fecan," Mr' Levins said.
Amer
minutes::
with comxfients "We havó to raise the
Lincoln statue to fall into
like 'This was supposed to funds ourselves and there
the same state of
pair,", Mr: Boocock their
said. •be one of the highlights of is a limited amount we
Much of the granite in my triTh but I don't know can raise in a year. We
the mausoleum (built why I bothered'," he said. •- can get small amounts of
after Macquarie's death" ' mo mausoleuni was funding from the Federal
in 1824 at 63, close to his given to*,NSWi mi 1948 Government but perhaps
family home 'at Grulink and renovated in 1957 by 'wewill have' to look at
where he spent Ns. last public . subscription getting more
years) has been "eroded Since the l960s its resto"However, it would be
by Scotland's west coast ration, and maintenance 'tragic to do the mausowiritqrs.
• '
has been the responsibil- leum up like new. The last
• On one wall a granitó ity of the National Trust' thing 'we want is some.
slab erected by Mrs Mac- of Australia.' ','
_ thin? like Graceland
quark to commemorate
National Trust of Scot- (Elvis. Presley's estate,
the life and career of her land spokesman Donald 'where' he is buried)."
husband is also in poor' McCaskill :s ,jd i it' would :' A spokesman for Fed.
condition, with lettering cost £6,000 ($A15,000).to' eral Environment Minis.
barely legible.
restore' the mausoleum''. ter Robert Hill, who has
The . visitor . must and surrounding area and responsibility for heritage
crouch to read: the last he had sent a report to matters, said his office was
of the eulogy.' Australia at : least, six, not aware of any request
P
which ends with "The months ago ' " '
" regarding the mausoleum.
' National. Triis','of. " "If they 'did write to us.
Fathcr:of Australia".
Mr Boocock'said there Australia, spokesman:: we woul6 look at it," the
a steady, flow of Chris Levins ;said the spokesman said, "but
visitors,mostly ,Austral- trust was aware the rnau- there are a lot of demands
ians. "It's sad to see them soleum needed. repairs.' in Australia for funding o't
w ilkint, up the path then
"We do the best we heritage items

WH4rSON .....
Escape to the Southern Highlands.
DATE: Tuesday 16/03/99. Time 10.00 a.m.
MEETING PLACE: Central Railway Station (Country Train Area)
The Church of England Historical Society has organised an outing to St. Luke's Anglican
Church at Medlow Bath.
Members and friends will be able to view a newly installed stained glass window portraying the
theme of missionary experience. The quaint, well-kept wooden church has a most pleasant
charm and is well worth inspection.
After a talk on the church, people will have the opportunity to visit the famous Hydro Majestic
Hotel and perhaps indulge in a sumptuous afternoon tea or simply enjoy the panoramic views
over the Megalong Valley.
Although tea and coffee will be provided, people are requested to please bring own mug and
luncheon.
The recommended return trains leave Medlow Bath at 3.19 p.m. and
4.19 p.m. respectively
COST:

$5.00 - includes donation and tea and coffee for Morning Tea and for
your luncheon.

CONTACT:

Joan Fairhall on telephone number 9546. 5555

Heritage Week Open Day at Lydham Hall.
DATE: Sunday 18/04/99 at 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
VENUE: Lydham Hall, Bexley
Come one come all! This day in celebration of Heritage Week will have a diverse range of
events and activities to cater for all tastes. A member of our Society will be taking a guided
walk around the local area, there will be craft displays and sales, mini films from the Rockdale
City Council's archives showing the development of the area to name but a few of the
attractions.
The new Lydham Hall booklet will be launched as well as Rockdale City Council's Heritage
Walk brochures.
Donations ofjams, cakes, slices or crafts would be appreciated for sale on the St. George
Historical Society's Inc. craft stall.
COST:

$3.00 adults, $1.50 child and $2.00 concession - includes tea, coffee and
biscuits, access to the films and guided walk.

CONTACT:

Joan Fairhall on telephone number 9546. 5555

A Colonial Affair- 178810 1840
DATE: Thursday 22/04/99. Time 6.00 p.m. for 6.30 p.m.
VENUE: RAHS rooms History House, 133 Macquarie Street Sydney
The Friends of the First Government House Site Inc. have invited the well known and respected
historian and author, Dr. James Broadbent to deliver their Annual Heritage Week Lecture.
Dr. Broadbent will deliver a lecture on the architecture and times of the First Government
House from 1788 to approximately 1840.
Dr Broadbent's lecture will undoubtedly prove to be of the same high quality as that to which
the Friends have become accustomed!
Aside from the lecture, you will certainly enjoy the ambience of the historic History House and
the fellowship over supper with other history buffs.
COST:

A donation of

CONTACT:

Joan Fairhall on telephone number 9546. 5555

- includes supper.

The Possibility to Possess a Genuine First Fleeter
DATE: Saturday 24/04/99. Time 2.00 p.m.
VENUE: Ilihlview, 1334 Pacific Highway, Turramurra (opposite the railway station).
The Australian Geranium Society Inc. is all about Growing, Showing and Talking Geraniums Did you know that Geraniums are First Fleeters? One special "species" came out in the cabin
of one of the officers. As the First Fleet entered the Sydney Heads it came into bloom
warranting a mention in his journal - come meet it and some of its descendants.
COST:

A donation towards afternoon tea would be appreciated.

CONTACT:

Mrs Anne Henderson on telephone number 9349. 2023 or
Joan Fairhall on 9546. 5555

