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ELECTION OF OFFICER BEARERS 

TUESDAY 

13TH JULY 1993 

Meeting will open with the election of office bearers 
for the coming year. This is your opportunity to have 
a say in the direction of the Society. So if you would 
like to nominate for any of the positions we encourage 
you to do so. 

THE ESI)AILE COLLECTION OF 
HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 

Here is your chance to get a look at this wonderful 
collection! 	Bernard Sharah will show a selection of 
slides from the glass negatives originally taken in the 
early part of this century. 

Meetings are held at 8pm in the Council Chambers, 
Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Members please bring a plate. 

AEJGJST MEETING 

10 AUGUST 

WRITERS OF ST GEORGE 
JAMES KANE. 

The St George District has produced a number of very popular 
and wide acclaimed writers 	Miles Franklin, Christina Stead 
and humourist Clive James. 	Come along to hear James Kane 
talk about these famous authors and their local connections. 
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TEMPE HOUSE HERITAGE INSPECTION 

After some considerable time and effort spent attempting to 
prod the NSW Heritage Council into some action over Tempe 
House an inspection was carried out on Friday 2nd July. 
Representatives from the National Trust and Qantek were also 
present. Overall, the Heritage Council is very satisfied 
with the maintenance of the building. 	The only structural 
deterioration reported was some water damage to the St 
Magdalen Chapel. 

On the matter of security the inspection committee noted 
that the building is continuously occupied so that there are 
at least 2 people in the house at any one time. A total of 
seven priests live in the house at present. 	Another issue 
of concern was the dumping of landfill on the Cooks River 
foreshore in front of Tempe House. Qantek have indicated 
that they will remove the excess soil from the site. 

Qantek are unsure at this stage as to the future use of the 
property but stated that this matter would be decided within 
the next twelve months. 

Our thanks to Mayor Ron Rathbone who has been recently 
appointed to the Heritage Council for arranging the visit. 
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TOUR OF THE QUARANTINE STATION 
NORTH HEAL) 

SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST 

Meet at the Manly Wharf at Circular Quay at 10.45am to catch 
11am ferry to Manly. 

Lunch at Manly. Then bus from outside the wharf at 1pm takes 
us to entrance of Quarantine Station. 

Guided tour lasts 1 1/2 to 2 hours. Costs SB adults, $4 
children/concession. 

Bookings: Dora Lenane Ph.660 2714 

A VISIT TO SYDNEY OBSERVATORY 

Monday 30th August 

Meet at 10am at Sydney Observatory for guide tour lasting an 
hour and half (cost $2.00). Afterwards join us for a 
pleasant stroll through the historic Rocks area, then lunch 
at a restaurant nearby. 

Please book early: Dora Lenane Ph.660 2714. 

"CHRISTMAS" IN JULY 
at 

BARDWELL PARK RSL 

7pm Friday 16 July 

There are still vacancies for our 'Christmas in July" 
dinner. Enjoy all the traditional mid-winter Christmas fare 
in an appropriately cosy atmosphere. 	Entertainment is 
provided. $30 per head. Contact Dora Lenane 660 2714. 

Joan Fairhall and Dora Lenane wish to thank our members for 
the co-operation and support we have received. It makes our 
efforts more rewarding. 
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THE DARK SIDE OF LOCAL HISTORY - ST ELMO 

Sometimes local history reveals its dark side as is the case 
with St Elmo of Harrow Road, Bexley. 	The elegant and 
imposing Victorian house was the scene of a grisly multiple 
murder case in the 1920's. 

St Elmo is probably more well known to Bexleyites and other 
locals as the house with the kookaburra motif on its gable. 
It is one of a number of distinctive houses designed by 
talented local architect, William Kenwood. On the opposite 
side of Harrow Road is a row of cottages named variously, 
Pevensey, Arundel, and other place names from the English 
county where Kenwood was born. 	William Kenwood also 
designed the old Brighton Hotel and his son, Thomas, 
designed the St George Leagues Club building. 

St Elmo was built in 1897 for Joseph Palmer, a senior 
officer in the Department of Railways. 	The building itself 
is a good example of the Italianate style 

On the opposite page is a copy of The Sun (1st November 
1928) reporting the mass murder. A nephew of Joseph Palmer 
who was staying with the family ran amok shooting the 83 
year old Mr Palmer, Mr Palmer's daughter-in-law, niece and 
housekeeper before turning the gun on himself. 

At the inquest the Coroner was critical of one witness, 
Thomas Stanway, a tobacconist whose store was located 
nearby. Stanway disregarded threats against the family made 
by the murderer on the morning of the massacre. 

Many 	years 	later, 	Aid. 	Ron 	Rathhone, who 	was headmaster 	of 
Bexley Public 	School at 	time, devised 	a 	play called 	"Murder 
at 	St.Elmos". 	The interest created 	by 	the play 	prompted 
Ron 	to 	take 	large 	groups of 	curious school 	children down 	to 
the 	house 	to 	survey the 	scene of 	the 	crime. He 	was 	later 
embarrassed to 	learn that 	the surviving member of 	the Palmer 
family 	had 	remarried was 	still living 	in 	the house 	at 	the 
time. 

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 

In past issues mention has been made of a collection of 
photographs originally belonging to the Esdaile family of 
Arncliffe. The collection consists of approximately 70 
glass negatives of varying sizes taken over a period 
spanning 30 years. The subject matter ranges from portraits 
and family snapshots to panoramic views of the local area. 
The photographs record a depth of historic detail giving an 
accurate picture of what the suburb of .&rncliffe looked like 
in the early part of this century. 	A selection of slides 
from the original negatives will be shown at the July 
meeting. 	 - 



ON THE BUSES AND OTHER URBAN TRANSPORT 
an excerpt from A DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY 

by Abe Davis 1980 

We already had electric trains in Sydney at the beginning of 
this century, though there were still some horse-drawn trams 
around the city and suburbs at the beginning of my period of 
recall, say 1903 or 4. 	Compared with the last electric 
trams to run in Sydney in 1961, the early ones were fairly 
small. The driver's compartment at each end of the tram was 
under the main roof but otherwise open to the elements; 
there was no windscreen or side protection. 	This 
construction led in 1908 to a strike by the tram drivers, 
who were fed up with having to drive exposed to all kinds of 
weather. At the pre-arranged time, the trams stopped 
wherever they happened to be and the drivers got off and 
went home. 	(I often wonder how far some of the drivers had 
to walk without public transport.) 

The trams had footboards on the outside, just as the later 
toastracks had, but were so small that the passengers often 
overflowed and had nowhere else but the footboard on which 
to travel. When that happened, the conductor would stop the 
tram, collect the fares from the ground, and then let the 
tram start off again. 

Sydney has had a variety of trains. 	Steam trains used to run 
to La Perouse from Circular Quay until somewhere around the 
beginning of World War I, there were others at Bexley and 
Parramatta, and still others on the Kogarah-Sans Souci run 
until 1937 when the electric trolley buses took over. There 
were a few double decker tram but they proceed to be 
unsuccessful. 	Cable trains were used. on a few routes, the 
main one being from Dover Road, Rose Bay, along William 
Street and down to the King Street wharf from where the 
ferries ran to Balmain. 	And, did you know, one of our 
William Street cable cars is still running •today - in San 
Francisco! 

Though there were 	still 	a 	few horse-drawn 	trains around in my 
early life, 	they 	were 	a 	rarity. 	Not 	so 	the 	horse-drawn 
buses, which 	were 	relatively 	common 	until 	the mid-twenties. 
I 	can recall 	three 	of 	the 	operating 	companies 	- 	Mallams. 
Rohrs, and 	Stewarts. 	The 	Buck 	Stewart 	double-deckers were 
the 	envy of 	the 	opposition. 	The 	depot 	was on 	Cleveland 
Street, Redfern, 	between 	Baptist 	and 	Bourke Streets, 	and 
occupied some 	of 	the 	area 	where 	the 	Police Barracks 	now 
stand. The 	buses 	would travel 	from the 	depot through 	Surry 
Hills and Darlinghurst, 	and terminate at Moore Street, 	which 
is now Martin Place. 



The drivers had to reach Moore Street, where the Cenotaph is 
now located, in 23 minutes. 	They were given five minutes 
rest, and then had to head back to Cleveland Street. Come 
to think of it, those times would still do credit to a 
modern PTC Mercedes in peak hours. 

The pride of Buck Stewart's fleet was a huge bus called "The 
Emulator" drawn by six horses. It held fifty people and had 
a spiral staircase leading to the open top deck. There was 
no other bus like it in Sydney. 	It was well patronised for 
race meetings, football, picnics and so forth. 	Every Saint 
Patrick's Day the residents of Irishtown would hire it to 
take them to annual sports gathering. 	(lrishtown was an 
area on South Dowling Street between Lachlan Street and 
O'Dea Avenue.) 	The Emulator was still carrying passengers 
to fights at Sydney Stadium until the mid-thirties. 

Before 	1925 	there were 	few hire cars about; 	anyone who owned 
a 	motor-car 	could 	ply 	for hire without 	any official 
intervention from the 	State. 	In 	that year, 	Yellow Cabs were 
introduced to 	Sydney, 	complete with taxi 	meters. Black 	and 
White 	Cabs, 	Green 	Cabs 	and Red Cabs 	followed, 	(very 
colourful) 	and 	it 	wasn't 	long before taxis 	came under 	the 
control 	of 	the Transport Department. 

Until the early twenties, the main form of individual public 
transport was the hansom cab, a two-wheeled chabriolet named 
after the English architect who designed it in the mid- 
nineteenth century. 	The driver's perch was high behind the 
passenger compartment and the reins passed over the roof. 
The roof had a small hatch which the driver could open and 
through which the driver, could communicate with the 
passenger. The driver controlled the opening and closing of 
the doors from his seat. 	The main bench seat accommodated 
two passengers, and a slim third person could he carried on 
a narrow pull-out stool. 

Then, as now, there were permanently established cab-ranks 
in the city and suburbs from where the cabs would run to any 
destination nominated by the passenger. 	The rate was 1/- 
per mile or part thereof; mile posts were sprinkled 
liberally around the main routes in those days so passengers 
had some means of checking the accuracy of the fare 
solicited by the driver. 

The cabbies used to do their best business to and from large 
gathering such as the theatre, the stadium, and events at 
the sports, cricket and showgrounds. Race days saw the cabs 
in great demand. 

On race days, a great many cabs took passengers from Kogarah 
Station to Moorefield Racecourse, and from Canterbury 
Station to the Racecourse and to all the main courses. They 



also conveyed passengers to the Showground, Sports Ground 
and Cricket Ground, Theatre and Stadium. 

After the races on Saturdays one could observe 20 or 30 
hansom cabs with bookmakers and punters as their passengers 
wending their way down Bourke and Arthur Streets, Surry 
Hills, to a terrace of large, four-storey houses. There the 
passengers could celebrate their winnings with untold 
delights, or having lost, could he well consoled. 

The standard of the cabs varied. 	Some were decidedly 
scruffy, but most of the cabbies took good care of their 
vehicles and horses. Many of the cabs were immaculate, with 
highly polished lamps and shining brasswork, lace fringes 
hanging from the roof, curtains on the windows and carpet on 
the floor, drivers dressed up for special occasions, the 
horses were groomed and harness was decorated and polished. 
Competition, both formal and informal, was keen. I remember 
one cab owner named Campbell, his registration number was 
777 and for years he was recognised as having the best 
turnout among Sydney's fleet of hansom cabs. 

At Manly, four-wheeled carriages serviced the Corso and the 
Esplanade. Greater carrying capacity than the hansoms could 
provide was needed here. 

There must have been over a thousand hansoms in Sydney in 
their heyday. 	I wonder where they all are today. 	I am 
surprised too, that there are no hansom cabs on Sydney's 
streets today because we are developing a strong nostalgia 
P or things of our past, and hansom cabs would be handsome 
momentos of a decorous era. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Annual Reports: 

Unfortunately, the annual financial reports have not been 
audited in time for publication in this bulletin. Copies 
should be available for members at the Annual General 
Meeting and will he published in the next issue of the 
Ui 11 e t i n. 


