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ANNUAL. GENERAIL. MEETING
ELECTION OF OFFICER BEARERS

TUESDAY
13TH JULY 1993
Meeting will open with the election of office bearers
for the coming year. This i1s your opportunity to have
a say in the direction of the Society. So if you would

like to nominate for any of the positions we encourage
you to do so.

THE ESDAILE COLLECTION OF

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS
Here 1s your chance to get a look at this wonderful
collection! Bernard Sharah will show a selection of

‘'slides from the glass negatives originally taken in the
early part of this century.

Meetings are held at 8pm in the Council Chambers,
Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Members piease bring a plate.

AUGUST MEETING
10 AUGUST

WRITERS OF ST GEORGE
JAMES KANE.

The St George District has produced a number of very popular

and wide acclaimed writers - Miles Franklin, Christina Stead
and humourist Clive James. Come along to hear James Kane

talk about these famous authors and their local connections.
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TEMPE HOUSE HERITAGE INSPECTION

After some considerable time and effort spent attempting to
prod the NSW Heritage Council into some action over Tempe
House an inspection was carried out on Friday 2nd dJuly.
Representatives from the National Trust and Qantek were also
present. Overall, the Heritage Council is very satisfiied
with the maintenance of the building. The only structural
deterioration reported was some water damage to the St
Magdalen Chapel.

On the matter of security the inspection committee noted
that the building is continuously occupied so that there are
at least 2 people in the house at any one time. A total of

seven priests live in the house at present. Another issue
of concern was the dumping of landfill on the Cooks River
foreshore in front of Tempe House. Qantek have indicated

that they will remove the excess soil from the site.

Qantek are unsure at this stage as to the future use of the
property but stated that this matter would be decided within
the next twelve months.

Our thanks to Mayor Ron Rathbone who has been recently
appointed to the Heritage Council for arranging the visit.
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COMING EVENTS

TOUR OF THE QUARANTINE STATION
NORTH HEAD

SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST

Meet at the Manly Wharf at Circular Quay at 10.45am to catch
1lam ferry to Manly.

Lunch at Manly. Then bus from outside the wharf at 1pm takes
us to entrance of Quarantine Station.

Guided tour lasts 1 1/2 to 2 hours. Costs $6 adults, $4
children/concession.

Bookings: Dora lLenane Ph.660 2714

A VISIT TO SYDNEY OBSERVATORY
Monday 30th August
Meet at 10am at Sydney Observatory for guide tour lasting an
hour and half (cost $2.00). Afterwards join us for a
pleasant stroll through the historic Rocks area, then lunch

.at a restaurant nearby.

Please book early: Dora Lenane Ph.660 2714.

"CHRISTMAS" IN JULY
at
BARDWELL PARK RSL

Tpm Friday 16 Jduly

There are still vacancies for our "Christmas in July”
dinner. Enjoy all the traditional mid-winter Christmas fare
in an appropriately cosy atmosphere. Entertainment 1s

provided. $30 per head. Contact Dora Lenane 660 2714.

Joan Fairhall and Dora Lenane wish to thank our members for
the co-operation and support we have received. It makes our
efforts more rewarding.
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The dead are:—

GARNET ROBB, aged 44, returned
saldier,

MINS PALMER, aged 0.

MRS, ASHLKY, houseke¥per.

“ 3 WOMEN AND. MAN SLAIN

VICTORY

NS.W. WINS
" SHIELD CRICKET

n_ﬁmxbﬁé’ MANLAC roun_rr? DEAD; BELIEVED O, HAVE SHOT HINSELF

o A man, believed to have been a religious maniac, ran amok at a house i in’
2 Harrow-road, Rockdale,-this afternoon, when the family was at lunch, and killed
a man and two women, wounded an old man, and then shot himself with a rifle.

Two rifles and hundreds “of u&idgﬁ were féund in the room of the de- |
~ mented mag, who was dead whén a nctghbor made the ghasdy discovery.

‘The sole survivor *6f the tragedy Is an aged man, Joseph Palmer, who l-
an invalid, and blind. He was found

~ BRISTANE, Thursday.

. New Sout ales won the
Sheflield Shicld match against
%u«mland by six mdms and

" three runs.

" A feature of the malch was
Bradman's double century.-He
played _beautifully in the
second  innings, pn"ng his
first innings total
‘runs.  Bradman is lhe lzmh'
_man to make a double cen-
“tury In the history of Sheffield
cricket. Peculiarly  enough,
our of them, Jackson, Kip-

pax, O'Connor and Bradmian

Nach in_this match. -

firadman 88 and Morgan 6,

just outside the door. quly w
and was murmuring something d he h

well as'a m knife, m te afkept. It \vu a most pvc«(ul snd

socluded spat,

W the poltce| Joseph Palmer ls mew llnt in the
RED had

8t. Gearge Hospital tn a very low

with twe bullet woupde in
the abd Mrs. Bdith Irher
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dled about half an hour after her
[ n (o the Ste had

d to the bowling of Thur-
*low, but Morgan was. s
missed within a fow minuutes..

Plav.apened sensatianaily. and aftee
Rradman, with & nice cover drive, had
ecored thres, Thurlow ‘with the la
ball of the -over shattered Morgan's
ptumps.

It wis & beautiful banl that, ,foee
sharply and’ Morgdn hit over lu.mz

{we bullet woundg in the cheet,
Kiisabeth Ashley, Mra. Claude Pal-
. |mer, and Alexander Robb, were dead
.jon admisston to the hospital, *
Hardened police officers say that the
aight which they saw: when they en-

was the nflet awfu| thay they had
seen.  The place was Iiterally -pluho
o4 with bicod.

Bullets Found
Two apent buljeta were picked up in

he room by the uollr- One of thene
hed been flattened againat the wall.

Mr. Btanway. a tobscconist, who has

Rott,  He had. always found him
rathef” peculiaZ and reservedi but

tered the kitthen of the Palmer bou(‘

. . Mra. Ciuude I'nimer, it to sta®hd, hae
{8 dgughter aged 16, who works in tha
city, Friendg, will take charge of the

MUY, EINTH FALMER, Jan, aged
-

The wounded man la;—

JOMEEI PPALMES

e 1s lo & critical condition in St
George'n Hempital. )
Twe waggona @eom the Mt George
Amtulance were fushed’'to the scene
of the shooting. &

Colirss and Wileon (ltofidlfal has-
tened ta the houss, '

Waord af the sheoting waa recelved
.| at potica headquarters, and Detective-
Mergeant Comana went (o Rockdale.
The tragedy was dlscovered ahortly
after lunch ta-duy by Mra Hagnall,
wite of Mr. Ragnall, ex-M.L.A. wha

04 0| gofT frund to the houee of Mr. I'nimer

in Harrow-reed, flackdale, ™ plek Tn
Mre. Claude (Kdith) Pulmer, whom
ahe wae taking out for a viaiL

As ahe approdched (he houm she

aw MclTalmer, wha (s an oid man
BT X u-cl cﬂ.

whaly al%

n-rmm—u pﬁv .«hc.

Mre. Bagnall weat on inte W Rt
chon. @ The’ Grat Jhing (hat she eaw
wae Mra, Kdith Iaimer, wite of (laude

M nimer, " Mr, Fuimor's sen, lying on
an o

tha pofh, Sihe waa ahle ta aull-
y | hoip Bhe had beon ""ﬂ« but wes
doad,

Mra, Ragnell at ence rushed out and

same and scarched (he houee they
(ound In an «pelairs rmom Garnet
Robb, a nephew of Mr. Matmer. He
was lying doad on (he bed, with &
bultet pound fa his chest-apd.powder|
burns around the wouad

In (he room were (we rifies, and
hundrede of rounds of ammuniiion, sa

Coontatien Tsa.

ke “BmelBV-TR thy hoyon™ -

calied the polica, When the poitos 2™

The howes in Horrowvead. Rochdale, where thres women ond & mamarers shol
dead this aftermoon, end ensther men ls cribicelly woonded.

Tt la alleged that ne was a religious
mantac und x apfritcalmt’ and that
the [wlmer famnity were teying”to xet
4 of hito, as they wera afrnid of him.

I wettld mpugecar that ea the family
weee eliting at lunech (b cnme intn
the room with a cifie, shet thewn, and
ther win{ upstairs and ghot himeelf
Ha had taken dhe oot off and had

trforea ¢ eely SOV 1he trigger o{ the

rifle-with hie tore,

The shouse (s a large two-glorey
bullding of white comrete.

Alazander Rulis waa a rglurned ool
dier, fod a4 e’ rdEnde Ximin Sa
the Nurthern Hivers. 1t {a wtated that
he sald recently that he was guing te
Bouth Africa (@ captute a number of
monkers und tefng Them back for the
children In the sireets (e play with.
‘ Hia uncle, doseph Falmer, was (or-
merly employed (n t(he rallways, dut
felired ‘many years age. If{e has beon
A[6HNA tag snme fime, and was being

‘GW&
mer. &

tlth Ashiaf, vtirepasechorpsr,
had been with the PFalmer family fof
4 long (tme. *

Mra. KR Talmor, the daughior-ine

taw, was a Tullled planist, and playes
with the Cheerto Qirle Musice! Se-|.

clety. Fug prolessional purpeses she
used beg maldon name of Kdith Diehade

.-
Hor hushand was aboent on bual.
nost, e wad sent for and went iate
the house -un,». doteaiives’ shootlly
afler ¢ pm.

lately Rott had aremed to have nmo
thing on hie mind.

On Tucaday Ralb eyme inlo hi shap
for a ahuve and hohaved atrumely,
taking up one or (wo Tugon and (FYing
the edxe on. his thulnh. Mian&ay ask-
ed him fucctioualy It he were ."ulnl Jo

“‘Mes. Clasde Polmer (Ml Rdkh

* Dichomon, of thi Choarph Cils),

‘lnl'dwnmo:_hl«lh«u

* ond modt - paguler women fy_Rochdols,

ond did an bmeenes emewnt of charliabls
“werk.

4o snething dpeporaie, Rohb npuodt
4 am aoing lo unuMu iwe or theed
of Ihom."

M. m.muy 414 not attach any par-
ttrular importance (o this remark, and

were down (er 334.v ¢

A. JACKAON. ¢ Nethilng, b l-‘ "

1
LOLER. rva out

& ehop In  Jlarrow-ruad, sbout 208 | R
yards (rom the Pa mer's house, atates | .
that he went (o achool with Alexander | 3¢
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|VIC. WICKETS

1 BRADMAN'S OREAT KNOCK

""DA‘Z...Z_EmeLAr

———

,JUST MISSED THE E

Mﬂ..BOURb

Batting -first, \(lctom collape
against England toda

» Woodfull was neulx " clean
sccond ball from Tate and then,
was only 19, Larwood shattered Po
Hendry came in and had only mac
a -victim to the English express.

 Later in-the daysdarwood .
trick, Ellis spoilt it when he survir
but that was the extent of his inni

Wheén rain intem:pted play
wickets, ‘

. had secured all seven
Qymo ihe' Muu af the day's p'
waa thisssnsaliand) bawiing.” Tary
414 not peem Mmueh Caster through the|.
alr than (n Adelalde, but he was (‘M
oft the wicket, .
1ite first victim (n Avefralia waa the
world record holder, Poneford. -

. The weather was close and humid
when the match betWofn Kngland and
Victoria began this morning. Ad anti™]
cipated, Leyland was Included fn the

W

THE TEAMS
P

ENGLAND Jicroaia
A P. 7. Chapmea M. Woeodleli
C. Whie . W. . Poasierd
,,: Jarding ‘-. ILv.M
M. W, -Tale M. Rbeliag --
& Meadren P, C. Merten
Q. Dectwerth . < lronmenger
8. Leyland =‘ AL
A. P. Freemen ackie
L Ames -UIT) & Laasdewn (I1) . o

.

Thurlow and Oxenlinm wera howling
aplendidly, and the flaldemen were like
hounda at the. lash, ‘e

The batamen tonk no riska.  Oxel
ham howled a 1ralden, nnd then lirad-
man, with a fine cover driye off Thure
luw, run three, making 94 #1aGa fod-
lwed with a glortaus phot  through
fine alipa to df. pleketa, glving hitn
doubile Ngures.

Double. Centusy

Weptan aleot ieouats (he alijm off
Thed pact, wha bad eepinced  Thur.
tow e et ancthef alugln theounh
the alljn. and hud achieved wnather
contury (a the amtch.  Hia centuey
haud tuken 211 minutes, and included
scven foure, It wan & match-winning
eflarct, -

frg-wintee gy NHW, 363 on  the
bomed, made (g 387 mibnuten, and put
them nescer (he covetod goal. .

Nathilng, wha dicplaced  Ozenham,
and Thompenn wére keeplng the batas
men quirt, hut (heay were gradually
neacing thelr goal. lrudimnan apen
aut Ao Thompaon., ard etraight druve
him for two f(oura.

With t(en _runa to win thera wae
much epeculation am tv whether Nred-
man, who wag 116, would pass hie
prevings 131, The stemen, with

‘| plenty of time to gpare did net hurry

the scoring, T wlnnlnl atrmke ol
tha, mateh N
{iradman, w
"nml'mmi 10 the pleketa made tha
acore 401, With the sirake he aleo
raased ,ru first innings acnre by twe
runa, W. won by six wickels and
three gune.

ONLY TWO FUNERALS
R
MANY TO-MORROW

| Owieg @ the Uo‘-ﬂM
Acsistents’ Uohocm
ocaval pirals ten
h—&yl—n'unlymm

wllh lw on dﬂv. a&

i The Pulmor home stands bpelt from [did not mention it ta Haohire relatime. #ad bae cromation ot
the road abeut 20 feet (a & large ger-] Mobh, he sald, always secmed to him “‘"’ will be o lorge "“"’ “
don. There la o large bocll of land (a typital country man. e u toed A""'""
round It, and g number of fowls were 'that he had recently sa'd Ne“tarmt pe

SYDNEY EXCHANGE

SOME FOLKS CET ALL THE FUN .

Khortly nftorwards Lave, with o neat,
w

Fngliah tesm, Staplew’'s foot heing 100]
eare. (o permit of his playing
flefore  (he game, hegan -dreara
ean, Teone, Chapmun, and Wondfull
conferred, and decided (o play the game
under local cufditiona,  The Knglish
qulu‘ln and"fn-muof adaited a very
aprorting apirit fn re th the s
':'lll'l‘ l‘hn: llh«l:l‘l:uv( 'v'l‘lllmba:lu:."'d &ﬁ‘m
throughout the game, na 6 usual in
Mel ne, ter tom tei
Furtherinore, (ha follow-on will te]and tett
ogrtlonal, with 168 Fune the nnarkin. wnd | wae &
W Wnedngae ey b cluaed ot wny time | the first
after, the frat day. fer e,

Larwood Shows 1

Thin brought Waendlull opposite the Wsd{ul
ftaat mun, and Chagenan took  Tale jand the
from ahort leg to thild elip, making ! the wick
foue 0 all.  Woeitull, however,| The

pushiod the ball away (o & slngie. Thie | (e
od |Move Iwnaturd & chance. “ and  he e e

payed Larwowd clevetly bLetwoen ! qgend «

sscand and third alip to the feace, |(0d he
" " tor a b

tmtarman,
the fols
Ing beit
yoa hot

Tate *

asd then played Mu wide off mid-od
forsone reashping

Funpford was mtu Wiootly, Twiee
ho out Larwend hard, but Yreoman, o
the gully, feided beautifuily. AL thie
stage pouple “began (o mave to (he

, 88 Hght rain foll. The last ball

rmedie mnn e the baet o has



THE DARK SIDE OF LOCAL HISTORY -~ ST ELMO

Sometimes local history reveals its dark side as is the case
with St Elmo of Harrow Road, Bexley. The elegant and
imposing Victorian house was the scene of a grisly multiple
murder case in the 1920's.

St Elmo is probably more well known to Bexleyites and other
locals as the house with the kookaburra motif on its gable.
It is one of a number of distinctive houses designed by
talented local architect, William Kenwood. On the opposite
side of Harrow Road is a row of cottages named variously,
Pevensey, Arundel, and other place names from the English
county where Kenwood was born. William Kenwood also
designed the old Brighton Hotel and his son, Thomas,
designed the St George Leagues Club building.

St Elmo was built in 1897 for Joseph Palmer, a senior
officer in the Department of Railways. The building itself
is a good example of the Italianate style

On the opposite page 1is a copy of The Sun (ist November
1928) reporting the mass murder. A nephew of Joseph Palmer
who was staying with the family ran amok shooting the 83
year old Mr Palmer, Mr Palmer's daughter-in-law, niece and
housekeeper before turning the gun on himself.

At the inquest the Coroner was critical of one witness,
Thomas Stanway, a tobacconist whose store was located
nearby. Stanway disregarded threats against the family made
by the murderer on the morning of the massacre.

Many years later, Ald. RODHRatthDG, who was headmaster of
Bexley Public School at time, devised a play called "Murder

at St.Elmo s". The interest created by the play prompted
Ron to take large groups of curious school children down to
the house to survey the scene of the crime. He was later

embarrassed to learn that the surviving member of the Palmer
family had remarried was still living in the house at the
time.

HISTORIC PHOTCGRAPHS

In past issues mention has been made of a collection of
photographs originally belonging to the Esdaile family of
Arncliffe. The <collection consists of approximately 70
glass negatives of varying sizes taken over a period
spanning 30 years. The subject matter ranges from portraits
and family snapshots to panoramic views of the local area.
The photographs record a depth of historic detail giving an
accurate picture of what the suburb of Arncliffe looked like
in the early part of this century. A selection of slides
from the original negatives will be shown at the July
meeting.




ON THE BUSES AND OTHER URBAN TRANSPORT
an excerpt from A DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY
by Abe Davis 1980

We already had electric trams in Sydney at the beginning of
this century, though there were still some horse-drawn trams
around the city and suburbs at the beginning of my period of
recall, say 1903 or 4. Compared with the last electric
trams to run in Sydney in 1961, the early ones were fairly
small. The driver's compartment at each end of the tram was
under the main roof but otherwise open to the elements;
there was no windscreen or side protection. This
construction led in 1908 to a strike by the tram drivers,
who were fed up with having to drive exposed to all kinds of

weather. At the pre-arranged time, the trams stopped
wherever they happened to be and the drivers got off and
went home. (I often wonder how far some of the drivers had

to walk without public transport.)

The trams had footboards on the outside, just as the later
toastracks had, but were so small that the passengers often
overflowed and had nowhere else but the footboard on which
to travel. When that happened, the conductor would stop the
tram, collect the fares from the ground, and then let the
tram start off again.

Sydney has had a variety of trams. Steam trams used to run
to La Perouse from Circular Quay until somewhere around the
beginning of World War 1, there were others at Bexley and
Parramatta, and still others on the Kogarah-Sans Souci run

until 1937 when the electric trolley buses took aover. There
were a few double decker trams but they proceed to be
unsuccessful., Cable trams were used on a few routes, the

main one being from Dover Road, Rose Bay, along William
Street and down to the King Street wharf from where the
ferries ran to Balmain. And, did you know, one of our
William Street cable cars 1is still running today - in San
Francisco!

Though there were still a few horse~-drawn trams around in my

early life, they were a rarity. Not so the horse-drawn
buses, which were relatively common until the mid-twenties.
I can recall three of the operating companies - Mallams,
Rohrs, and Stewarts. The Buck Stewart double-deckers were
the envy of the opposition. The depot was on Cleveland

Street, Redfern, between Baptist and Bourke Streets, and
occupied some of the area where the Police Barracks now
stand. The buses would travel from the depot through Surry
Hills and Darlinghurst, and terminate at Mocore Street, which
is now Martin Place.



The drivers had to reach Moore Street, where the Cenotaph is
now located, in 23 minutes. They were given five minutes
rest, and then had to head back to Cleveland Street. Come
to think of it, those times would still do credit to a
modern PTC Mercedes in peak hours.

The pride of Buck Stewart's fleet was a huge bus called "The
Emulator” drawn by six horses. It held fifty people and had
a spiral staircase leading to the open top deck. There was
no other bus like it in Sydney. It was well patronised for
race meetings, football, picnics and so forth. Every Saint
Patrick's Day the residents of Irishtown would hire it to
take them to annual sports gathering. (Irishtown was an
area on South Dowling Street between Lachlan Street and
O'Dea Avenue.) The Emulator was still carrying passengers
to fights at Sydney Stadium until the mid-thirties.

Before 1925 there were few hire cars about; anyone who owned
a motor-car could ply for hire without any official
intervention from the State. In that year, Yellow Cabs were
introduced to Sydney, complete with taxi meters. Black and
White Cabs, Green Cabs and Red Cabs followed, (very
colourful) and it wasn't long before taxis came under the
control of the Transport Department.

Until the early twenties, the main form of individual public
transport was the hansom cab, a two-wheeled chabriolet named
after the English architect who designed it in the mid-
nineteenth century. The driver's perch was high behind the
passenger compartment and the reins passed over the roof.
The roof had a small hatch which the driver could open and
through which the driver could communicate with the
passenger. The driver controlled the opening and closing of
the doors from his seat. The main bench seat accommodated
two passengers, and a slim third person could be carried on
a narrow pull-out stool.

Then, as now, there were permanently established cab-ranks
in the city and suburbs from where the cabs would run to any
destination nominated by the passenger. The rate was 1/-
per mile or part thereof; mile posts were sprinkled
liberally around the main routes in those days so passengers
had some means of checking the accuracy of the fare
solicited by the driver.

The cabbies used to do their best business to and from large
gathering such as the theatre, the stadium, and events at
the sports, cricket and showgrounds. Race days saw the cabs
in great demand.

On race days, a great many cabs took passengers from Kogarah
Station to Moorefield Racecourse, and from Canterbury
Station to the Racecourse and to all the main courses. They
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also conveyed passengers to the Showground, Sports Ground
and Cricket Ground, Theatre and Stadium.

After the races on Saturdays one could observe 20 or 30
hansom cabs with bookmakers and punters as their passengers
wending their way down Bourke and Arthur Stireets, Surry
Hills, to a terrace of large, four-storey houses. There the
passengers could celebrate their winnings with untold
delights, or having lost, could be well consoled.

The standard of the cabs varied. Some were decidedly
scruffy, but most of the cabbies took good care of their
vehicles and horses. Many of the cabs were immaculate, with
highly polished lamps and shining brasswork, lace fringes
hanging from the roof, curtains on the windows and carpet on
the floor, drivers dressed up for special occasions, the
horses were groomed and harness was decorated and polished.
Competition, both formal and informal, was keen. I remember
one cab owner named Campbell, his registration number was
777 and for years he was recognised as having the best
turnout among Sydney's fleet of hansom cabs.

At Manly, four-wheeled carriages serviced the Corso and the
Isplanade. Greater carrying capacity than the hansoms could
provide was needed here.

There must have been over a thousand hansoms in Sydney in
their heyday. I wonder where they all are today. I am
surprised too, that there are no hansom cabs on Sydney's
streets today because we are developing a strong nostalgia
for things of our past, and hansom cabs would be handsome
momentos of a decorous era.

ER R R R R RS

Annual Reports:

Unfortunately, the annual financial reports have not been
audited in time for publication in this bulletin. Copties
should be available for members at the Annual General
Meeting and will be published in the next 1issue of the
hulletin.



