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Kogarah Marist Brothers High School has been in existence 
for 83 years. This photo was taken in either in 1909 or the 
following year. Barney Jarvis (front row, fifth from right) 
was amongst the first group of students the day the school 
opened in 1909. He turns 93 this month and his story is 
inside. 



OFFICE HOLDERS 

PRESIDENT: Bernard Sharah 567 8989 

SECRETARY: Mrs Val Beehag 546 2819 

TREASURER: Mrs Margaret Persen 771 5461 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Noel Beehag 546 2819 

RESEARCH OFFICER: Arthur Ellis 587 1159 

SOCIAL SECRETARY: Mrs Joan Fairhall 546 5555 

PROMOTIONS OFFICER: Mrs Joan Byrne 567 8641 

BULLETIN EDITOR: Bernard Sharah 567 8989 

LYDHAM HALL COMMITTEE: 

Miss B.Otton, B. Sharah, Mrs V.Beehag 

AUDITOR: Mrs L Thompson 

All correspondence to the Secretary, 7 Lynwood St Blakehurst 2221 

ANNUAL (ENEIA.L ME:E'r r NCr 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

All positions are declared vacant and nominations for Committee 
positions are sought. 

IMPORTANT 

* 	The office of President needs to be filled as our current 
President will not be renominating. 

* 	Is anyone willing to take over editorship of the bulletin? 
If not, the present editor is willing to continue for a 
fourth term but only on a 2 monthly basis. ie. one issue 
every 2 months (in the same manner as Kogarah Historical 
Society). 

8pm TUESDAY 14TH JULY 

Council Chambers, 1st Flr,Town Ball 
Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Members: Please bring a plate. 



PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

This completes my third term as President and I think it's time 
to hand over the reins to someone else. Due to family and other 
personal commitments I have decided not to renominate for the 
position. 

The year 1991-92 has seen very positive achievements and at the 
same time there have been changes which may have been difficult 
for the long-term membership to accept. I have always expressed 
the view that it is important to try new things. 

We have recruited 20 new members, continuing the steady growth of 
the last few years. 	This has largely been a result of the 
history walks and the efforts of individuals to recruit new 
people. An encouraging percentage of those new members have been 
regular attendees at meetings. 

Judging by the response from some of our readers the quality of 
bulletin has improved. The inclusion of photographs has added 
visual appeal and interest. 

Our representation on the Rockdale Heritage Advisory Committee 
is a milestone in securing the preservation of buildings and 
sites of historic significance. 	I am sure our society will play 
an important and active role in determining how Rockdale 
Municipality will look in the years ahead. 

During the year two of the Society's most popular books were 
reprinted. They were Our Heritage in Stone and The Arncliffe to 
Bexley Steam Tram, both by Gifford Eardley. 

We anticipate the Incorporation of the Society will be finalised 
in the next month and this will be a major hurdle overcome. The 
revised constitution necessitated by this move has been the 
subject of lively and sometimes heated debate at recent meetings. 

It has been a stimulating three years for me and I would like to 
thank you for the honour of being your president. Thank you to 
all the members of the committee for their generous contributions 
of time and effort. 	In particular, I would like to thank our 
treasurer, Margaret Persen, who was "thrown in at the deep end" 
so to speak. I wish the Society well under a new president. 

Bernard Sharah 
3 July 1992 
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I have been recording an oral history of my maternal 
grandfather, Barney Jarvis. 	These are some of his earlier 
recollections. Although he now lives at Miranda, he spent 
many years of his life in the St George district. 

My grandfather was born Bernard (Barney) Richard Jarvis at 
Kogarah on 28th July 1899. He is the son of Alfred Walter 
Jarvis from Nottingham and Sarah Hart, a third generation 
Australian of Irish stock. 

Sarah Hart's great grandfather,Thomas O'Neil, was a convict 
transported at the time of 1789 Irish Rebellion. 	Recently 
it has been established that Thomas O'Neil was the first 
European to settle at Mosman (1811). 	Sarah was a devout 
Catholic who went to church every day. "As long as I can 
remember she'd go to Mass every morning - bail, rain or 
shine - never miss! Never complained. 	Oh, yes! 	She was 
not one that was outspoken. Her thoughts would be kept to 
herself. She had a family to look after and that's what she 
did." 

Barney describes his father, Alfred Jarvis, as "an easy- 
going type". 	He was a plumber and would work all over 
Sydney. 	In the days before the motor car came within the 
reach of the ordinary person a tradesman would have to 
travel by public transport. In his leather bag would be his 
tools of trade, vice, stocks and dies. Materials would have 
to be delivered to the site by arrangement with major 
suppliers such as Anthony Horderns. 

The Jarvis family first settled in a house in Green Street, 
Kogarah until the 1890's depression forced them to sell the 
property. They then rented a house at the corner of Regent 
and Premier streets, Kogarah. Years later Barney, together 
with his brother, Fred, and his mother bought the house. It 
is still there today tucked in behind some shops erected in 
the 1920's. 

Sarah was 46 years old when Barney was born. 	He was the 
youngest of ten children. The eldest, Edwin ("Ted"), was 22 
years older and had shown considerable scholarly ability. 
He repeatedly won an annual prize given by a Bexley 
solicitor to the best scholar between the Cooks and Georges 
Rivers. But when the family home was lost Ted took a job as 
a railway clerk because it offered regular employment. 

Barney grew up in the Kogarah area and went to Marist 
Brothers High School. 	In fact, he was present the day 
school opened in 1909. The original school was the present 
main building of the college. 	In those days it was single 
storey and contained three classrooms which were divided by 
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timber and glass partitioning. The teachers in those early 
clays were Brothers Pius, Albert, Eusebius and Gonzaga (the 
Principal). Brother Pius was very popular and much admired 
by the students. 

Norman Gilroy, later to become Cardinal Gilroy, attended 
Marist Brothers at the same time. 	He was a number of 
classes above Barney but my grandfather does remember him. 
He had a brother, Ted, who was in the same class as Barney. 
Also in his class were Ted and Tom English. 	The English 
family was one of the pioneer families of the Kogarah 
district and one of the most well-known. They operated a 
hotel on Kogarah Road (now Princes Highway) and various 
members of the family owned substantial residences in the 
vicinity. The English paddock later became present day 
Jubilee Oval. 

Barney describes the area surrounding Marist Brothers 
school: The area was called Nanny Goat Hill. When you came 
from the railway you went over a little bridge across two 
little creeks. When you got past the bridge you went into 
what was called Fry's Paddock. It was partitioned off by a 
little gate which allowed you to go in. When you got to the 
top there were no buildings at all there then. 

What sports did you play? 

Cricket, football, swimming. Well, I was never one for 
cricket. I liked playing football. When you went home you'd 
go down to the local paddock - there'd always be a game of 
football. 

At the age of 16 Barney was apprenticed as a boilermaker 
with the Railways Department working at the Eveleigh 
Workshops. 	He met and married my grandmother, Laurie 
McInnes, at the age of 25. They were the same age within a 
few days of each other but that's where the similiarity 
ended. 	Barney, determined, reliable, a man of rock-solid 
faith and Laurie agnostic, easy-going, good natured and 
generous. 	They complemented each other wonderfully. They 
were to have 5 children over the next decade and a half. 
For a short time they lived at the Regent Street house until 
it was sold after his mother's death in 1926. For the next 
40 years they were to move from house to house living in 
rented accommodation. 

HARBOUR BRIDGE 

Barney got a job with Dawman Long's, the company engaged to 
construct the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

What was it like working on the Bridge? 



Alright. It was work the same. Of course we were getting 
more money than the average worker. You see, the pay then 
for a tradesman in the same trade as myself was something in 
the vicinity of a bit over £5. We got £10.10 that's ten 
pounds ten shillings a week and when you went from the 7th 
panel to the 14th panel you got another pound. So that was 
really double the money. But you only got paid for what work 
you did. You started at 7.30 in the morning and finished at 
4. There was no holiday pay and there was no annual leave. 

Barney remembers a great deal about the construction itself. 
Talking about the prefabricated sections of the bridge he 
says: 
Some of those sections would be about 130 tons. They were 
not just things that would be lifted by an ordinary crane. 
You had a crane that was on a platform that contained a 
creeper crane that lifted all the big sections. That was in 
the front and you had 2 derrick cranes at the back. Then in 
front of that creeper crane and down a bit lower was a 
travelling crane. 	It went from one side to the other 
bringing up scaffolding and light things. 	That creeper 
crane put certain sections in position. 	(They were then 
bolted and and riveted.) 	The creeper crane would (then) 
move out to another section. 	A creeper crane would be 400 
tons that's with the platform and the two derrick cranes at 
the back. 	If you just imagine the strain that that is 
putting on the 72 wires that held that in position. Imagine 
the leverage it had on those wires. 

When the arch was finished they put down what we called 
droppers. 	That was the post for each part to hold the 
roadway. Those posts connected up underneath the arch and 
held the roadway. 	When they got to a certain stage they 
put off various ones (workers). 	Well I got put off and I 
came back to live there at Regent Street. 	There was no 
work. All the shops were closed down. 

DEPRESSION 

I was on the bridge for between 3 and 4 years then when I 
got put off I went to live out at Lugarno. 	I thought to 
myself it's no use staying about the suburbs - there's no 
work! And I thought I can get out there and grow something 
to keep the pot boiling. Which I did. 	There was no work 
anywhere! Shops that I knew would be employing in usual 
times a 100 tradesmen - nothing! Morts Dock and Cockatoo 
were closed down. 	So I thought it's far better to see it 
out there (Lugarno) than what it would be in the suburbs 
fooling around. 

And what did you do at Lugarno? 



Well, I got a vegetable garden growing there and I used to 
sell things on the weekend. Get a bit of money that way. 
Of course it'd only be pence! 

Fred (Barney's brother) came to me and asked me if I'd go in 
with him. He said he'd give we a share in his poultry farm. 
I used to walk from Lugarno all the way along Forest Road 
until Belmore Road then go down to the station down there 
and go along the railway line over Saltpan Creek and make my 
way up Gibson Avenue towards Canterbury Road. The poultry 
farm was before you got to Canterbury Road. And I'd walk 
home at night--time. I did that for years. 

I reckon it must have taken me an hour and half in the 
morning and more at night. 	You think over it, it's not a 
couple of miles, it's more than that and I never got a penny 
out of it. Sharing the business was nothing! The eggs went 
to the merchants in Sussex Street. 	They would deduct the 
cracked eggs, soft shells and you'd finish up getting 
between six pence and nine pence a dozen and paying for the 
cartage. 

During the Depression you could go along any street you like 
and a third of the people in that street were out of work. 
Then you had a certain section that would be working three 
and four (days) and women weren't going to work then. There 
were very few women at work. 

There were soup kitchens and dole queues? 

People got dole. I got dole there at Hurstville. I used to 
walk in from Lugarno and I'd go to Hurstville Oval and we'd 
sit up in the grandstand and the policeman would be down on 
the ground and he'd call your name out. You'd go down and 
get your bread tickets and you'd go inside and get your 
other tickets for the butcher and the grocer. That's how it 
was then. 	You'd go to grocer's and you'd get what the 
grocer would give you. 	There wouldn't be much pickin' and 
choosin' in the early stages. 	You got tickets to get your 
groceries but they'd have a lot of things made up for you. 
Things possibly they'd want to get rid of. 

WORKING CONDITIONS 

Towards the end of the thirties things improved slightly 
but it was the war that brought about full employment and 
ironically, improvements in working conditions. 

Barney worked for a number of companies including Dawman 
Long's again, Sydney Steel and Waugh and Josephson. 	They 
(Waugh and Josephson) built a lot of the tractors, you know, 
for making the flying fields for the air force. 	Well, I 
worked there during the war years and before that I was down 



at Garden Island. They were getting a light cruiser ready. 
And when they got it out that was the start of the war. And 
before that I went down to Tooths Brewery. I went there for 
the reason they were giving a week's holiday a year. 
Because you couldn't get any holidays from anywhere. 	You 
never got paid for public holidays or you never got annual 
leave. 

So when did paid holidays come in? 

Well that came in during the war years and Chifley was the 
one that handed that over. We got a week. Well, they built 
on that week to two, and a bit more and a bit more and it's 
up to four weeks now. 

So you worked a whole year and you didn't get any holidays? 

No fear! 	You never got public holidays either - you got 
them but you didn't get paid for them. 

Did you get the time off? 

You got the time off - it was just like Christmas time When 
Christmas time came they would tell you that they were 
closing down but if you'd like to come back after Christmas 
you'd get a start. 	That was very.., generous, wasn't it? 
So it came Christmas time and you had to turn around and 
find something to buy... toys and things like that, 
presents. Oh it was a pretty hard job to do. 

The depression years were very hard times but somehow my 
grandfather always brought home the bread if not the bacon. 
Like he says of his mother - he had a family to look after 
and that's what he did. In 1958 he built a house for Laurie 
and himself at Miranda - the house he lives in today. 

At the age of almost 93 Barney is still fiercely 
independent. 	Although confined to a wheelchair and being 
handicapped by poor eyesight and hearing he manages to fend 
for himself. 	He cooks some of his own meals, rakes the 
leaves in the backyard and has even been found replacing 
tiles on the bathroom floor. No longer able to read books 
he enjoys watching television, particularly Rugby League. 
He has had a life-long interest in the game. 	In his youth 
he played for a junior side called the Arncliffe Waratahs. 
The enthusiasm for Rugby League is a family one. 	A 
grandson, Pat Jarvis, played first grade for St George for 
many years and was selected to play for Australia a number 
of times. 

Bernard Sharah 



INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE ROCKDALE HERITAGE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

The first meeting of the Rockdale Heritage Advisory 
Committee was held on 15 June 1992. The committee consists 
of Council Aldermen and staff, and representatives of 
Rockdale District Heritage Association, Rockdale District 
Landscape Heritage Association. The meeting was chaired by 
Aid Ron Rathbone and was run in an extremely smooth and 
efficient manner. Out of the 200 or so items identified by 
the Heritage Study & number were highlighted for discussion 
at our next meeting. Four sites were tabled for discussion 
on the night. 	Two of these were recommended for heritage 
listing - Bexley Fire Station and 64-68 Grand Parade 
Brighton (terrace houses built by Thomas Sayweil). 

Of the two remaining items: 81 Hirst Street, Arncliffe (a 
turn of the century timber cottage) was not considered of 
significant heritage value to warrant listing; and more 
information was requested about the proposed road widening 
affecting 94-96 West Botany Street Arncliffe (a Victorian 
stone house). 

S *5* *5* 5 S 5*5 

'1 


