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Dear Friend and member, 

The August Meeting will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	Friday, August 15th. 1986 at 8 00 p.m. 

Place: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business: 	General. 

Syllabus Item: Mr. Clyde Snape, a very keen photographer & collector of 
old photographs will talk on t7Cronulla in the Twenties'. This 
will bring back many memories to most of us. 

Supper Roster: Mrs. Samuelson, Captain. & Mrs. Longhurst. 

Mr. A. Ellis, 	 Mrs. B. Perkins, 	 Mrs. K. Hamey, 
President & Research 	Publicity Officer. 	 Secretary. 

Officer. 
Phone. 5871159 	 Phone. 587.9164 	 Phone. 545.3355 

Mrs. E. Wright, 	 Mrs. K. Hamey, 	 Mrs. E. Eardley, 
Treasurer. 	 Social Secretary. 	 Asst. Secretary & 
Phone. 599.4884 	 Phone. 545.3355 	 Bulletin Editor. 

Phone. 59.8078 

WHY ME? 

Why is it - when I'm in the shower - someone's sure 
to call? 

.,At theatres, my seat's always in the corner, near the 
wall? 

And at the supermarket, when I'm waiting in my line, 
The "hold ups" that can happen, are sure to be in 
mine? 
I finally find a parking spot - the situation's tense, 
When, looking through my purse, I find I haven't got 

ten cents; 
Quick as a wink, I rush for change into the nearest 

shop, 
But -.-- quicker still - with pencil poised, you guessed 

it - parking cop! 

When entertaining ma-in-law and anxious to impress, 
My souffle (never failed before) becomes a soggy 

mess. 
All the washing streaked with fluff! My eyes leap from 

their sockets; 	 - 
The only time I didn't look, there's tissue in the 

pockets. 
Why is it, when I'm dressed to go, the baby always 

knows, - 
And leaves a damp reminder on my special Sunday 

clothes? 
When I'm sawing for the fete, the needle always 

breaks: 
And when we're having visitors, that's when I burn the 

cakes! 

At long last, I've begun my diet, determiñèd to be 
- thinner, 

And, for the first'time ever, he says "Let's go out for 
dinner!" 

A black cat crossed my path today, maybe my luck 
will change. 	 " 

But with my kind of record, it's sure to have the 
mange! 

'\NCN. 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY 

ST.GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

CELEBRATION LUNCHEION TO BE HELD ON "BASS AND FLINDERS" RIVERBOAT 
(WITH COMMENTARY) 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

SATURDAY, 23RD AUGUST, 1986 

12.30 P.M. TO 14.00 P.M. 

COST - $20 (LUNCHEON INCLUDED ALSO NIBBLES ETC. ON ARRIVAL) 

(PAY AT AUGUST MEETING) 

COME ALONG AND HAVE A LOVELY RIVER TRIP ON OUR BEAUTIFUL 

GEORGES RIVER. HELP TO MAKE OUR SILVER ANNIVERSARY SOMETHING 

TO REMEMBER. 

DEPART - SANS S0uCI WHARF, NEAR CAPTAIN COOK'S BRIDGE, 
ADJACENT TO CAR PARK 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT MRS K. HAMEY 546 3355 
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A cheerio to our friends who are not so well 	Our best wishes 
to all for a speedy recovery. A special cheerio to Mrs Ralph Dunsmore 
who is in hospital, we hope to see you back again soon. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the 
following books, Nos.1-7 written and illustrated by the late 
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are 
now available. Books Nos.8, 9 and 10 haVe been compiled by 
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins. 

No. 1 "The Wolli Creek Valley" 
No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 
No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady 

Robinsons Beach" 
No. 4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" 
No. 5 "Our Heritage in Stone" 
No. 6 "All Stations to Como" 
No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" 
No. 8 "Early Churches of the St.George 

District" 
No. 9 "Early Settlers of the St.George 

District" 	 Volume 1 
(Price $4.00 plus postage) 

No.10 "Early Settlers of the St.George 
District" 	 Volume 2 

Book Nos.1-8 

$2.50 each 
Plus postage 

Books Nos.9-10 

$4.00 each plus 
postage 

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the 
following: 

Miss B. Otton 	 Telephone 59 4259 (after 8.00 p.m.) 

Mrs E. Eardley - 	Telephone 59 8078 

Mr. A. Ellis - 	Telephone 587 1159 

Mrs K. Hamey - 	Telephone 546 3355 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION AS FROM JULY, 1986 

$7.00 per Member 	$10.00 per family 

Annual Civic Church Service will be held in the Rockdale Town 
Hall on Sunday, 17th August, 1986 at 7 P.M. The speaker is 
Bishop David Cremin. 



2NBC-FM 90.1 - ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

1986 - Tuesday evenings - 6.30p.iii. - 6.45p.m. 

TAPE 171 - 	5th August - Fanned 	into Flame Prt 	3 - 	C.Wilding 
The 	Colonial 	S.School 

TAPE 172 - 	12th August - Fanned 	into Flame 	Prt 4 - 	C.Wilding 
The 	Colonial 	S.School 

TAPE 173 - 	19th August - 	Question 	Time-Review 	1 - 	D.Sinclair 

TAPE 174 - 	26th August - 	Question 	Time-Review 2 - 	D. 	Sinclair 

TAPE 175 - 	2nd September -Question Time Review 3 - 	D.Row 

TAPE 176 - 	9th September -Question 	Time Review 4 - 	D.Row 

TAPE 177 - 	16th September- 	Stories 	in 	Stone - 	M.Callister 
Woronora & Botany 
Cemeteries 	- 
(by request) 

TAPE 178 	- 23rd September- Thomas 	Birkby's Letter - 	M.Callister 
May 	1836. 
(by 	request) 

TAPE 179 	- 30th September- The Coming of Gas 	and 	- A. 	Ellis 
Electricity 	to 	St.Geo. 
District. 
(by request) 

TAPE 180 	- 7th October 	- Bulletin 	Quotations 	- A. 	Ellis 
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THE ORIGIN & GROWTH OF THE AUSTRALIAN POLICE FORCES. 

- Mrs Joan Dodd 
- Publicity Officer 
- Police Historical Society. 

(This paper was presented at the meeting of the St. George 
Historical Society on Friday 17th September 1976.) 

The history of the Police Forces in Australia began almost with 
the arrival of the first fleet at Sydney Cove. Tonight, I only 
have time to tell you of the events leading up to the formation 
of the N.S.W. Police Force. 

Governor Phillip's second commission had granted him authority to 
appoint constables and just nineteen months after the arrival of the 
first fleet he appointed a night Watch of twelve men, divided into 
four parties, placed under the control of Judge Advocate Collins, 
a Captian in the Marines, and comprised of good behaviour convicts, 
the Watch had, as a primary duty, the guarding of the colony's 
meagre rations, stored in a central warehouse. Phillip was renowned 
for commending and commending highly, the watchmen's vigilance - 
if by chance they caught any of the starving convicts forcing an. 
entry into this warehouse. An extra ration of ruin would be the order 
of the day for the lucky watchman!!! Of course, this was only issued 
after the convict had been publicly flogged and it would depend on 
the mood of the watchman as to how hard the flogging would be. The 
watchmen were empowered to patrol at all hours of the night and to 
arrest any persons found committing felonies or misdemeanours. 

Phillip returned to England in 1792, and the colony's governorship 
devolved on Major Grose', the Commander of the N.S.W. Corps. During 
his governorship in January, 1793, the first free settlers arrived at 
Port Jackson. They had been given free passage and on arrival land 
was granted them with tools and convict labour to work it. To increase 
crop production, Grose also allowed his officers large grants of land 
and a generous supply of convict labour. Although this policy was 
justified in that, by the time of Governor Hunter's arrival two years 
later, the colony was at last self-supporting. The system was subject 
to much, abuse and lawlessness was rampant, which unfortunately Grose 
made no organised effort to suppress. 

The night Watch, with but few additions, was continued until 1795, 
and the system was extended to Parramatta and several smaller 
settlements. By that time the watchmen, then described as constables, 
also performed police duties during the day . Magistrates, several 
of whom were military officers, had been appointed in Sydney and the 
other centres of population, with the control and management of the 
constables. 

Hunter immediately made an effort to stem the flood of abuses. As 
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was then being done in England under the Parish Constable System, 
he arranged for the election of constables by the inhabitants 
and Sydney was divided into areas which were patrolled by three 
men. Although clothed, housed and fed by the government, these 
men served without pay!!! 	Their reward??? a weekly ration of rum!!! 
Spirits were at that time a vital exchange commodity in the 
settlement - one which wrought havoc. Its control brought immense 
power to the officers of the N.S.W. Corps quite independent of their 
army authority. In addition, the free use of spirits throughout the 
colony increased alarmingly the incidence of violent crimes, 
including rape and murder. 

Hunter and his successor, Governor King, ordered by the Home 
Government to prohibit the indiscriminate sale of 'rum' (incidentally 
ruin was the term used for all spirits), attempted reform, but were 
thwarted by determined opposition from the N.S.W. Corps. King, 
who had been primarily responsible for the successful settlement 
in Norfolk Island, did make provision, however, for a more efficient 
Police System, and it was by his authority in 1801, that the 
police of Georges' River Settlement and the watchmen in the military 
district of Sydney be inspected and reported on weekly. 

Aware of the immense power of the N.S.W. Corps, the Home Government 
appointed Captain Bligh, the stern disciplinarian better known as 
Commander of the mutinous "Bounty", as Governor. The unpopularity 
of his rule provoked a rebellion of the corps and Bligh was taken 
prisoner and held in confinement for over a year. 

The new Governor, Colonel Lachlan Macquarie, arrived from England, 
bringing with him a battalion of his own Regiment to replace the 
Corps, although it cannot be said that the use of spirits as 
currency ceased under his Governorship. He was responsible for 
effectively restricting the importation of rum and for increasing 
the coinage, and before long the worst evils of the old system had 
been eliminated. 

Macquarie, turning his attention to the colony's police arrangements, 
established a police fund on 1st April, 1810. The expense of the 
early settlement was, of course, a charge on the British budget, 
which meant that successive governors had to obtain loans from London 
before any important work could be carried out. The proceeds of the 
few customs duties that were levied in Sydney were for the most part 
used in the upkeep of the Female Orphan School. Macquarie, determined 
to create a local fund, doubled the duty on imported spirits and 
allotted a quarter of the revenue to this school and with the 
remainder, apart from a few other incidentals, established the fund. 

Impatient to make Sydney more law abiding, Macquarie did not wait 
until the fund's wealth justified the expense of police increase but 
ordered that a military party of one Sergeant, two Corporals and 
twelve Privates be added to the main guard each day at sunset. 
Just eight months later, Sydney was to acquire Surgeon Darcy Wentworth 
as its first Superintendent of Police!!! --- without of course 
any additional remuneration. 

5 
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Shortly afterwards the Governor published Police Regulations 
for the town of Sydney, which was divided into five districts, 
each having its own watch-house. A District Constable and 
six Constables were allotted to each district with a Chief 
Constable in overall command but subordinate to Wentworth, who 
was charged with the keeping of a 'Black Book'. (Even in those 
days the little 'black book' was renowned). But this original 
one was slightly different, for in it was recorded offender's 
names and particulars of their offences - in fact, the first 
'Charge Book'. 

Wentworth had power, vested in him by the Governor, to punish all 
prisoners, freemen, rogues and vagabonds. His constables were 
armed with a cutlass and carried a rattle for the purpose of 
giving the alarm when expedient. The rattle, forerunner of the 
policeman's whistle, had a peculiar whirring sound which, could 
be heard half a,mil,e away. 

By now the Blue Mountains had been crossed and settlement in N.S.W. 
had spread westward as well as along the coastline. In 1820, 
according to the Sydney Gazette, there were 142 chief and other 
constables in N.S.W. 

Mr Commissioner Bigge had been sent out from England to investigate 
the affairs of the colony. He reported that the Police Corps were 
in an unsatisfactory condition and recommended reforms, the chief 
of which was that an officer be appointed in overall command of all 
the colony's police. 

To deal with the growing bushranger menace, the Governor of the 
time had the happy inspiration of forming a body of mounted police, 
called the 'Horse Patrol', which was comprised of two officers and 
thirteen troopers. Recruited from the regiments of the colony, the 
officers and men received army pay according to rank, and were 
granted extra allowances for police duty. The patrol was a form 
of police activity so well suited to our Australian conditions, 
that it was copied by most of the new Australian colonies and 
became a recognised feature of later Australian Civil Police Forces. 

There was always a constant petition for more men by the Government 
of the time, with increased pay so that a better type of man could 
be recruited. The characters of the force are reflected in the fact 
that within seventeen months, fifty-seven were dismissed for misconduct 
and twenty-five resigned. By 1828 Sydney's population had increased 
to thirty-five and a half thousand, of which nearly 63% were convicts, 
and during the next few years the building up of towns and villages 
more or less remote from Sydney, called for an increase in the number 
of police stations. 	Organisation of the foot and mounted patrols 
was far from satisfactory and it was considered advisable to have the 
military rule superseded by civil tribunals. 

An Act of Parliament was passed to regulate the Sydney Police, 
empowering the Governor to appoint, by warrant, two or more persons 
as Justices of the Peace, who would execute the functions of Police 
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Magristrates within named localities. Their duties were to suppress 
all riots, tumults or breaches of the peace and all public nuisances. 
They were given authority to appoint constables in such numbers as 
they deemed necessary, and to fix their rank and service, and to 
frame regulations for their guidance. 

The first 'beat' system was introduced in 1834 and a uniform was 
provided - a plain blue jacket with badge and number. Constables 
were still armed with cutlasses, but were also provided with staves. 
(Thus did the Baton have its origin in Australia). These staves 
were used often in the escorting of the Government water cart and 
'protecting the disembarkation of the fairer sex', free and bond. 

It should be noted here that by 1840 crime increased by 80% over that 
of the previous year. It was this year also that the divorce between 
the police and magistrates took place. The Force still had a convict 
element which materially added to the extent of crime as these men 
tended to collaborate with the criminals they were supposed to 
apprehend. Added to this, the general conditions of service were 
hardly an inducement to loyal and efficient service. Matters came 
to a head during the New Year Day celebrations in Sydney in 1850, 
when in the early hours a riot developed which led to widespread 
looting, injury and death to many innocent bystanders. This event 
led to the appointment of a Board of Inquiry which found the Sydney 
Police inadequate for the prevention and detection of crime, not only 
because their numbers were small and their duties ill-defined, but 
also because the service failed to attract the best men. 

A more positive step was made towards creating a unified Force for 
N.S.W. Sydney had been incorporated as a city eight years earlier, 
and the people taxed to pay half the costs of police maintenance. 
Now it was decided that an Inspector General of Police, responsible 
for the general superintendency of the N.S.W. constabulary, should be 
appointed. The Governor was given power to remove any officer and 
appoint others as he deemed fit. 

Salaries or pay at this stage was $800.00 per year (not bad, for 
120 years ago), but that was for the Inspector General. Constables 
were paid 2/9 per day and the troopers in the native police corps 
3d. a day. It is interesting to find that, within twenty years of the 
establishment of the Force on a civil base, superannuation allowances 
and gratuities were provided on a fairly liberal scale: 2% of pay was 
deducted and paid into a superannuation fund. 

Following the gold rush, the colony in the middle sixties suffered a 
storm of bushranging. It was by no means a new menace as bushrangers 
had been active since the early days of settlement. The earliest 
outlaws were mainly escaped convicts, who took to the bush whenever 
the opportunity presented itself, but the latter day desperadoes were 
out for nothing but adventure and gain. 

The police during this colourful period of Australian history were 
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often subjected to ridicule for their lack of success against 
bushrangers: Nevertheless, there are numerous instances of 
police bravery in the face of overpowering odds. The Government 
struck medals of gold (for civilians) and silver (for police), 
which were presented for resisting and capturing outlaws. 

The first policeman to win the special award was A.B.Walker, who 
showed coolness, courage and initiative in apprehending the 
infamous Frederick Ward - alis, Captain Thunderbolt, However, 
Thunderbolt escaped and was shot down by Walker after a chase on 
horseback over many miles. 

Thus one hundred years after Captain Cook discovered the east coast 
of Australia, the N.S.W. Police had evolved into the basic concept 
of the modern day Force. 


