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Dear Friend and Member,
The regular meeting will be held as follows:
Date:

Friday Evening, November, 17th, 1978, at 8.00 p.m.

Place:

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Business:

General.

Syllabus Item

Miss Betty Otten, Curator, will give a talk on 'Lydham Hall
and its Contents'.

Supper Roster:

Miss Lambert, Captain, and Mrs. McNamara, Mrs Murray,
Misses G. Frost and L White.
Ladies please bring a plate.

•,

Mrs. A. Ellis,
President.
Phone 587. 1159.

Mrs. B. Perkins,
Publicity Officer.
Phone 587. 9164

Miss A. Lang,
Se cr eta ry
Phone 57. 2608

Mrs. E. Wright,
Treasurer & Social
Secretary.
Phone 599. 4884

Mrs. E. Eardley,
Bulletin Editor.
Phone. 59, 8078

Mr. A. Ellis,
Research Officer.
Phone 587. 1159

Appreciation is the Lubricant of life,
Gerald Horton Bath.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear this
and trust that you will all be well again soon.

dham Ha
Mis Otton Curator/
st with the
nc
r6vely old Home,
Ring Miss Otton, 'phone 59.4259.

1

! and/or Gentlemen to
this

Your call will be appreciated.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following
books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley 9 for the Society,
have been reprinted and are now available:
(Postage extra)

Price:

$1. 00 per copy.

No. 1.
No. 2.
No.3
No. 4
No, 5
No. 6
No. 7

"The WoUL Creek Valley"
"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"
"Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"
"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"
"Our Heritage in Stone"
"All Stations to Como"
"Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" is also available. (Limited
stocks only)

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:
Phone 599.4884.
Mrs. E. Wright
Miss A. Lang. (Sec.) Phone 57. 2608 (after 6. 00 p.m.)
Miss B. Otton
Mrs. E. Eardlçy
Mr. A. Ellis

Phone 59. 4259 (after 8.00 p.m.)
Phone 59. 8078.
Phone 587. 1159.

If you have any items of Historical interest will you give them to Mrs. Eardley
for publication in the Monthly Bulletin. Your news could awaken memories
for others.

The December Meeting (15.. 2.78) will be held at our usual meeting place,
Council Chamber, (upstairs), Town Hall, Rockdale, also the Christmas
Party. Ladies will excell themselves on this festive occasion aS they
always do.

Thank you Ladies.

Details at the November Meeting.
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REPORTING THE DOINGS OF THE SOCIAL CLUB.

- Ralph Dunsrnore.
On Saturday 9th September a party of 48 left Rockdale at
7.35a.m. by V.I.P Coach bound for Bowral, to inspect the
Shoalhaven Water Supply Scheme.
It was a lovely day and we all set off in good spirits The
coach which was reasonably new was very comfortable, and we
made very good time to Picton. Coming through Tahmoor and
Bargo where the country is usually drab and uninteresting, it
was ablaze with wattle. Here we were held up for half an
hour waiting for a huge Tank or Boile to pass. It must have
had trouble negotiating the bend at the Railway Bridge at
the end Of the town.
We were to have had morning tea at the Park at Mittagong, but
as we were committed to meet a representative of the Water
Board at the Wingecarribee Darn at lO.00a.m. we had to forgo
this and hurry along. We were too early for the tulips and
main spring display of flowers, but there was plenty of blossom
and daffodils to be seen at Mittagong and Bowral.
Arriving at Wingecarribee Dam we were met by the Water Board's
Rep., Ian Stromberg, who explained the scheme and showed us over
the dam, and accompanied us throughout the trip.
The scheme was planned and constructed by The Snowy Mountains
Engineering Corporation on behalf of the Metropolitan Water and
Sewerage Board, and the Electricity Commission, for the purpose
of supplementing our water supply, also boosting our power
resources. The idea is that the power generated in peak hours
goes into the National Grid, while that generated during the
off period will be used for pumping water. Although the scheme
is not as large as the Snowy Mountains, it involves a lot of
problems and features of its own that had to be overcome
We commenced our tour of inspection at the top of the project
at Wingecarribee Dam, and worked our way down to the Tallowa Dam
at the junction of the Shoalhaven and Kangaroo Rivers Actually
to explain the scheme I think it would be easier starting at the
bottom and following the water to the top
The scheme at present commences at the Tallowa Darn, but plans have
been made to build another darn further up the Shoalhaven near
Braidwood at Welcome Reef. This will impound water which can
be brought down to Tallowa Lam and into the system
The water from Tallowa Dam flows into Lake Yarrunga where a
Punping Station has been built at Bendeela From here the
water is pumped through piplines to Bendeela Pondage a height
of some 400 feet Another power station has been built here
called the Kangaroo Valley Power Station, which pumps the
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water through the tunnel and shaft to the top of Fitzroy
Falls, a height of between 1500 - 1600 feet and is carried
by pipeline and canal to the Fitzroy Falls Reservoir. The
water now gravitates via Wildes Meadow Canal to the Burrawang
Pumping Station where it is pumped through the Burrawang Tunnel
into the Wingecarribee Dam.
From here the water can be sent via the Wollondilly River to
supply Warragamba Darn, or through the Glenquarry Cut into the
Nepean River and on to the Nepean, Avon and Cordeaux Dam as
required. These dams supply Wollongong and the South Coast.
The water used to drive the Bendeela Power Station is taken from
the Bendeela Pondage by pipeline to which a Surge Tank is connected
to control the pressure. After driving the Turbines the water
passes out into the Tallowa Dam and in turn is pumped back into
Bendeela Pondage. Similarly, the water for the Kangaroo Valley
Station is piped from the Fitzroy Reservoir into the station, out
into Bendeela Pondage and is pumped back to Fitzroy Reservoir.
Thus no water is lost in the generating of the electricity.

- Starting at Wingecarribee Dam we went to Burrawang Power Station,
then to Fitzroy Falls where a good volume of water was cascading.
The air was clear and fresh, after the rain of the previous night,
and was typical of the Bowral - Robertson climate.
We now proceeded down Barrengarry Mountain to the Hampden Bridge
where we had a picnic lunch It was a lovely drive down the mountain,
the vegetation and ran forest fresh and beautiful, there were plenty
of ferns, and lots of Clematis.
After lunch we were taken to Bendeela Power Station, Bendeela Pondage,
and on to the Kangaroo Power Station After coming back to the main
road we turned off and went out to Tallowa Darn, which is the beginning
of the scheme, here the water was pouring over the spillway, and to
everyone's amazement it was evenly spread across the whole wall about
500 - 600 yards wide The wall is constructed in such a way to spread
the water and save any scouring and washing away of the soil in the
bed of the river,
By this time it was 3.o1 clock and it was decided that we would come
home via Bomaderry. We came back to Kangaroo Valley, passed through
the village and headed for Cambewarra Mountain and Bomaderry. The
valley was lovely and green, and whilst climbing the mountain we had
plenty of splendid and picturesque views Coming down the mountain
on the other side we had expansive views of the rich flats of Nowra
and the Shoalhaven River. Reaching Bomaderry we stopped for refreshmert
and a little after 4 o'clock set off for Rockdale
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The country between Bomaderry and Kiama was lovely and I think
it is the prettiest part of the New South Wales Coast. There
was very little traffic on the road and we made very good time,
arriving at Rockdale about 6.30p.m. after having had a very
pleasant and informative day.

THE FIRST WATER SUPPLY - Chateau

Tanunda "Historical Firsts" !s.

The site of Sydney was chosen by Governor Philip in 1788, because
of all the bays of Port Jackson where ships could anchor Sydney
Cove had the best fresh water supply. This was provided by "a
fine run of fresh water stealing silently through a thick wood,"
later to become known as the "Tank Stream"
The stream which flowed into the cove, had its rise in marshy
ground between Park & Market Streets, fed by springs in the
sandstone ridges of Hyde Park. It then took shape as a stream
in the angle of Sydney Arcade near King Street and then flowed
northwards between George & Pitt Streets until it reached Hunter
Street, from which point Hamilton Street covers the course of the
stream to Bridge Street where it met high water.
Nearly 2 years after the landing, the dry summer led Phillip to conser
the dwindling water in the stream, and he directed the stone-masons
gang to cut tanks in the rock on its banks
The first of these tanks was completed in May, 1792, and it held
nearly 8,000 gallons of water, the other two tanks were cut on
the opposite bank of the stream. These three tanks comprised the
first water supply for Sydney, and consequently the first in Austrci1
The exact location of the tanks was at the intersection of Little
George Street and Hamilton Street These tanks, from which the
Tank Stream takes its name, provided Sydney with part of its hater
supply for nearly 40 years, but all over old Sydney excavations
reveal wells sunk by private property owners to supplement the
public supply.
The OldTank Stream is now a drainage tunnel under the streets
and buildings of the city, the old Post Office tower was right
on top of it

COUNCIL LISTS SYMBOLS OF HISTORY It hopes buildings will be preserved, -

- Our Civic Reporter
Sydney Morning Herald
- 28th June 1976.

-

The Sydney City Council has released its lits of 59 buildings
it wants preserved in the central business district The
Council claims it is the first preservation list drawn up by
any council and plans to compile similar lists for other City
areas It wants the buildings preserved in their present condition
or restored to their former grace or use.
All buildings on the list have some historical, architectural or
environmental significance.
The oldest building on the list is an obelisk built in Macquarie
Place in 1881 and designed by Franis Greenway.
Not all the buildings are especially Old. The Grace Building in
York Street and Transport House in Macquarie Street were built in
the 1930s. Their significance is that they are among the few intact
examples of the period's architecture in the City.
Others were designed by the nineteenth century Government architects,
James Barnet (the Department of Lands in Bridge Street) and W L
Vernon (the adjacent Department of Education).
The preface to the list says that Sydney grew in the nineteenth
century from a penal settlement into a neat Georgian township,
then became "a bustling Victorian city"
The list is
Macquarie Place, including the park, obelisk and Sirius cannon,
Department of Lands, Bridge Street,
Customs House, Alfred Street, Circular Quay;
Phillip Street traffic courts and police station,
Department of Education, Bridge Street,
Health Department building, Albert and Macquarie Streets,
Royal Automobile Club, Macquarie Street,
The Moore Stairs, Macquarie Street, (Circular Quay East),
Treasury and Premier's Department, Macquarie Street,
Tarpean Way, Botanical Gardens steps, walls and railings
Chief Secretary's building, Macquarie Street,
Conservatorium of Music,
Government House and gatehouse,
King Edwaid statue, Macquarie Street and Cahill Expressway,
Royal Australasian College of Physicians, Macquarie Street,
B M A Building (now Australian Medical Association) Macquarie Street,
History House, Macquarie Street,

-2•Transport House, Macquarie Street;
Grafton Bond, Napoleon and Sussex Streets,
•St. Phillip's Church, Jamison Street;
•St. Patrick's Church, Grosvenor Street;
George Street business precinct, Alfred to Grosvenor Streets,
The N.S.W. Club Building, Bligh Street,
Burns Philp f Co Ltd., Bridge Street,
Richard Johnson memorial, Bligh & Hunter Streets,
Colonial Mutual Building, Pitt Street & Martin Place,
•A.N.Z. Bank (formerly Bank of Australasia) George St & Martin Place;
•National Mutual Insurance Building, George St E Angel Place;
•The G.P.O;
•Commonwealth Savings Bank, Elizabeth Street, Martin Place
Castlereagh St;
•Commonwealth Bank (formerly N.S.W. Savings Bank), Barrack St;
•Bank of N.S.W. Head Office, George Ei Wynyard Streets;
•Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney, Head Office, George & Barrack Sts;
•Wynyard Park;
Pinnacle House (Mauri Bros. & Thomson), Barrack & Clarence Sts;
•Grace Building, York, King & Clarence Streets;
The former Watch House, Clarence & Erskine Streets;
•Gresham Hotel, Druitt 4 York Streets;
•State Theatre;
•Strand Arcade;
•Great Synagogue, Elizabeth Street;
Marble Bar, George Street;
Trust Building, King & Castlereagh Streets;
•School of Arts, Pitt Street;
Sydney Town Hall;
Queen Victoria Building;
•St. Andrew's Cathedral;
•Mark Foys Department Store;
Obelisk, Judge's Memorial, Hyde Park, head of Bathurst Street,
•Regent Theatre;
Congregational Church, Pitt Street,
Bank of N.S.W., George Street,
Central Police Court,
•Christ Church St. Laurence, Pitt St through to George St;
Corporation (formerly Municipal) Building, Hay Street,
Shelbourne Hotel, Sussex Street,
Superintendent's Cottage (now City Night Refuge), Kent St,
Warehouse & Cochrane's Hotel site, Sussex Street, Wharf Lane & Day St,
P.M.G. Stores Department, Harbour E Factory Streets
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